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[ue PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE, Was communicated 
spoth houses of congress on Tuesday last, at 12 o’clock 
by his private secretary. Printed copies of the 
sssage were laid upon the desks of the members whilst 
e clerks proceeded to read it. In twenty minutes 
om the time the message was handed to the presiding 
gicers of each house, and long before their clerks had 
ished reading it,a full abstract of its contents had 
ached the city of Baltimore, forty miles distant, through 
homedium of Morse’s magnetic telegraph. The gov- 
mment express bearing copies of the message, reached 
altimore in eighty minutes from the capitol, having been 
felayed about fifteen minutes by an accident to the car 
onthe raiiroad At twenty minutes past five o’clock 
he express reached Philadelphia—and ateight minutes 
The 
nessage Was published in all the morning papers of N- 
York on Wednesday morning, two hundred and thirty 
jiles distant from the capital whence it was issued at 
welve o'clock the day before. 

The public press, so far as its tone has yet reached us, 
coms to accord a tribute of commendation to the mes- 


mast ten the same evening, arrived at New York. 


ase as a Whole,saving and excepting so much of it 
ys recarus the project of annexing ‘Texas to the Union— 
that portion of it, the whig journals loudly denounce, 
is recommmendatons on that point. 

Iis exhibit of our relations with foreign powers, is sat- 
sfactory. 

The negotiation with Great Ditrain in relation to Ore- 


iron, isin hopeful progress. 


The condition of the public treasury and credit is} 


highly gratifying. 

The wholesome state of exchanges, and the faithful ad- 
ministration of the publie funds, seems in the estimation 
of the president, to obviate the necessity of any material 
change in the fiscal arrangments of the government.— 
The condition of the currency is adduced in proof that 
hy necessity exists for a national bank—and but slight 
reference is made to his previous recommendation of 
fiscal agents. 

The existing tariff, is treated rather incidentally than 
directly—no express recommendation a3 to its modifica: 
tion or repeal. s 





Conaress has concluded its labors for the first 
veek of its session, both houses having adjourned 
over from Thursday until Monday next. 


The most remarkable incident of the week’s session, | 


is the repeal, by a decided vote, of the famous 25th, 
formerly the 21st rule of the house, which forbade 
the reception of abolition petitions. This is the 
hore remarkable, as the same body of representatives 
al the last session sustained the southern side of the 
question by adopting the 25th rule. Ou the occasion 
ol itsrepeal, no debate oecurred nor comment ensued, 
Hiough the question ia every shape has heretofore so 
livariably oceasioned the most animated discussion. 








SURE eT: 


FORELGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

A Guimps: at “Merrm Ene.anp.” 
i. Wrieur, (known as the able and ingenious trans- 
lator of La Fontaine’s Fables,) in his letters to a 
Boston paper, makes the following shrewd obser- 
vations upon the state of affairs in England : 

Time, which tarries not for mortals, has brought 
me to the close of my look at England. It is very 
awkward to suin up and generalize when one has 
only begun to. observe; therefore understand me as 
giving generalizations of things as they seem to me— 
What a fly that lights upon England fora twinking 
and is off, thinks of it. 

_As to the bounties of Providence, substantial bles- 
sings and beauties, {1 cannot conceive how more 
Could have been granted in the same space, than is 
the lot of this, so far as nature has made it, “*mer- 
re England.” After seeing the golden harvests of 
the rich eastern counties and Yorkshire, the mea- 
dows of the Thames, above all, the garden valley of 
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the Tweed; the mines of Derbyshire, and another 
region to which the wisedo not carry coals; the 
bens and lochs of Scotland; the pikes and fells, and 
dales and meres of Westmoreland; the springs of 
Malvern; the valleys of the Severn. and the Wye— 
even taking a nap on the brow of the Wyndecliffe— 
surely | have a right tosay, “‘Avaunt, all geography; 
this island is the very spot where the human race 
ought to develop itself in all its power and glory.”— 
But truly, the race,asa mass, is far and painfully 
below what a nursling of republicanism, alighting 
on the Wyndecliffe, and drinking in the beauties of 
the wide landscape, and knowing nothing more of 
England, would expect to find it. There is ignorance 
and coarse brutality, and sullen hopelessness, and 
haggard wretchedness, far beyond what there ought 
to be inthe midst of much beauties and blessings — 
Yet there is nota little, but a great deal among the 
human inhabitants, that is, like the landscape, noble 

and lovely, and glorious—and that, not in one class, 
but in all classes, from the highest to the 
lowest. Anda peep at history will convince one, 
too, that the race is here making a progress that is 
truly encouraging and sublime. Indeed, history 
writes this upon the landscape. The old feudal cas- 
tles, now possessed by ivy and owls; the ruinous ab- 
beys,the dimly-remembered battle fields and ‘‘Sunith. 
fields,” are way~marks that show how the race has 
gone forward. The Alfreds, th: Shakspeares, the 
llampdens, the Newtons, the Miltons, the Howards, 
the Wesleys, the Hogarths, have not lived in vain,— 
Their mantles are worn worthily by men whom it 
might be invidious to mention now, but who will 
Shine as the stars by and by; men who are doing 
what Cromwell did, ina wiser way. They have ap- 
proached in fact, nearer than in form, to the desired 
goal. In enumerating the governing powers of En- 
gland, you have notdone when you have mentioned 
king, lords and commons. ‘The press ts to be nam- 
ed, and that not at the tail of the list. ‘Phe press 
has outgrown the power of what is called the govern 

ment, to contro] it either by fear or favor. Look at 
the Times newspaper witha net revenue equal to 
that of a third-rate European potentate. Ministers 
have bribed it till it is beyond the reach of their bri- 
bery. They look uptoit with fear and trembling, 
and a degree of humble obedience. It is the voice 
of the most vigorous intellect of England, sayirg 
what will be most likely to find an echo in the breasts 
of one hundred thousand independent Englishmen as 
they swallow their buttered toast and boiled ezg.— 
Look at Punch, too, with wit and wisdom enough to} 
insure him a hundred patents of immortality. He} 
governs a great partof England, very much for its 
good. The Pecksniffs of the jand take hints from 
much to the benefits of their dupes. Hence, one 
may conclude that England is growing, and has 
grown wiser, and, of course happier. Yet if one 
were to task himself to write down the folly and} 
humbug and unhappiness of England, it would be 
difficult to decide where to begin, and quite impossi- 
ble to end. 

England may be said to live under a trinity of evil, 
kingeraft, priestcraft, and beercraft. In this let me 
not be misunderstood to speak disrespectfully of that 
interesting daughter of Eve, the queen who with 
such exemplary patience obeys the command impos 
ed upon her aforesaid mother, nor of the reverend 
clergy, nor yet of the noble brewers, many of whom 
write sir before and bart after their names. They 
are all honorable persons, 1 hope and trust; but the 
craft to which they were born or bred, does, I am 
sure, cost England immeasurable woes. O that I 
had the eye of a prophet and could say that there was 
vAible in the dimmest distance of the future, any 
thorough relief. As it is, sanguine hope, without 
seeing any thing, guesses that deliverance must 
come, somehow and at some time or other. The or- 
der in which the evils press upon the country seem 
to me to be, first beercraft; second priestcraft, third 
kingeraft. Till the beercraft 1s removed—till the 
people get the clear heads and strong hearis which 
pure water gives—in vain you lift at the others.— 
Supp se you abolish the taxes and tithes and give 
England acheap government, and free church and 
full suffrage, to what will it amount, so far as the 
masses are concerned? Precisely to more beer and 
consequence of beer. I may be mistaken; truly | 
have found warm and zealous promoters of thorough 





temperance, but they scem to be regarded as the 


maddest of fanatics. Nine men out of ten of the 
laboring classes, so far as I have been abieto observe 
and [ have been quite inquisitive, have not the slight- 
est barrier between themselves and stupidity and 
drunkenness, but their inability to get enough beer. 
It is their undoubted creed that beer is a blessing, 
and one of their deepest sorrows that their wages 
will not allow them to get plenty of it, with a drop 
ortwo of gin by way of luxury. Look at poor 
Chartism, befogged in her beer! fighting as often as 
any way against itself, and selling to its worst ene- 
mies even the little suffrage it commands! If the 
masters of England could be roused to enter upon 
the career so gloriously begun by thoseof Ireland, 
they wonld soon take a position which would settle 
many of the knottiest questions of polities, and the 
crafts of the priest andthe king w. wud be swept 
away like the meshes of the spider. ‘Liie state and 
the chuich would then take their places as servants 
of the people—not masters. Yet wiih all this which 
to an American mind is so evident, staring them in 
the face, there are plenty sincere philanthropists 
here, enemies of slavery, of corn laws, of church 
tyranny, of a vampyre aristocracy, who will pity 
you for not drinking wine with them! who will raise 
the cup of Circe to their own tips, and then lament 
the oppress:on and degradation of Migiand’s poor !— 
Put the brewers of Enzland in the same condition 
with her feudal castics and monastaries, and her 
poor will soon take care of other vampyres. 

There is one sign of the times, however, which is 
hopeful. The discovery in Germany of the wonder- 
ful sanatory properties of cold water, is making a 
deep impression upon the higher and middle classes 
here. The doctors are not ahle to laugh it down.— 
After spending fortunes on physicians in vain, inva- 
lids go to Grafenberg and are healed. A child with 
the scarlet fever is wrapped ina wet sheet and gets 
well. Men rummage their libraries and find that 
just such cures have been perfor.ied at Malvern a 
hundred years ago, and the water when analyzed is 
the purest possible. Andthey fiid cases in which 
patients with raging fever and delirium have broken 
loose from their nurses and jumped into the Thames 
or some horsepond, and their madness has proved 
better than the wisdom of the ductors. 

Many are coming to the coneclusioa that disease is 
chiefly some mysterious modification of that great poi- 
son dict, with which we are sent into the world to bat- 
tle,and this redounds greatly to the advantage of pure 
water. Setting poisons to catch poisons is growing 
into disrepute with these peop's, aud consequently 
they may by and by be expect:d to see the absurdits 
of sending one dramof alcohol iusto the stomach tuo 
cure the disease made by itspredecessur. The multi- 
tude of experiments which have now put the matter 
fairly to the test, seem to demonstrate that coldness 
combined with pure water, is the best means that 
has ever been tried toquench human inflammations, 
and when properly applied will cure any patient 
wio has strength to be curedin any way. This being 
true, the occupation—1 donoisuy of the doctors, 
for it will require science and wisdum to apply cold 
water—but of the druggists—of all medical poison 
manufacturers, is gone. 

From the hold this subject has taken of the mast 
inteliigent here, [ look fora great pathological reform, 
which i think cannot fail to set the principle of total 
abstinence upon a more co:n:nanding foundation 
than it has hitherto occupied. Ii you can get the 
wine Out of the heads of the pliilaathropic of the 
higher class, then will they sce clearly the effects of 
beer upon the lower. Both once delivered,the nation 
would not be long in discovering the folly of work- 
ing itself to death to supporta class of grand and 
idie hereditary pickpockets, nor long in devising 
means of relicf. See if the new vision bestowed 
upon the Irish people does not work outsuch results. 
ingland wants an oculist like Patuer Mathew, 

WAR BETWEEN BRAZIL AND BUENOS AYRES. 

Cup. Means, of the Henry, frou Rio Grande, ar- 
rived at New York, states that the Bvaziitans joined 
by the Montevideans were aliout to allack the Bue- 
nos Ayreans and upset Rosas, aud all concerned with 
him. Montevideo continued tu be biuckaded by Ad- 
miral Brown’s squadron. 

The markets were dull for all sorts of American 
produce. Flour was down to 97, tides were plenty 
and delivered on ship boacd at 1U cuts. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 


Marsnats or THE UnitTep States. Isaac O Bar- 
nes, for Massachusetts. 

Anprew S. Ponp, for northern district of New 
York. 

ALEXANDER Porter, for Delaware. 

Commodore Karney is to succeed commodore 
Jones, as commander of the New York station. 

J. B. Lacey, of Virginia, to be consul of the Uni- 
ted States for the port of Neuvitas, in the island of 
Cuba in the place of William Hogan. 





Appointment oF New Yorx U.S. senators. The 
N. Y. Journal of Commerce stated that ex-governor, 
Wm. L. Marcy, and John Savage, late chief justice, 
had been appointed by the governnor of New York 
as senators of the United States, in placeof Mr. 
Wright and Tallmadge, resigned. And adds: ‘‘It is 
understood that neither of these gentlemen will be 
candidates for election by the legisiature.” 

The same paper of Monday last says: ‘‘We an- 
nounced the other day the appointment of Mess. 
Marcy and Savage as U.S. senators for this state— 
we did it on good authority, and the well known and 
deliberately made np opinion of the governor. Gov. 
Bouck has the right of all men to change his mind, 
and he has exercised it in this case, and appointed 
Lt. gov. Daniel S. Dickioson, in the place of the 
Hon. N. P. Tallmadge; and Henry A. Foster, in the 
place of the Hon. Silas Wright. Mr. Foster is on his 
way to Washington, but Lt. gov. Dickinson must re- 
main forthe discharge of his office, as presidential 
elector at Albany on the 4th.” 





Tue Supreme Court or tHe Unitep States met 
on Monday Jast the 2d instant, at the capitol, Wash- 
ington, according to the recent Jaw instead of mee 
ting in February as heretofore. Preset—chief justice 
R. B. Taney—Associate Justices McLean, Wayne, 
McKinley and Daniel. A large docket is said to be 
before them, which will probably occupy the court 
nntil the close of the session of congress. 

Tue snip Jonn N. Gosster. The capture of the 
ship Join N. Gossler by the Buenos Ayrean Squad— 
ron, and her subsequent release, has been mention- 
ed. The particulars of that transaction are thus 
given in the Journal de Commercio of Rio de Ja- 
neiro: 


“The John N. Gossler fell in with, off Montevi- 
deo, the Argentine sloop of war ‘25th of May,” and 
was seized andbrought toan anchor outside the 
port, under pretence that she had broken the block- 
ade. ‘The supercargo. as soot as the vesse] was an- 
chored, went on board the American sloop of war 
‘Boston,’ lying in the harbor, which vessel sent an 
officer on board of the ‘Twenty-fifth of May,’ to in- 
quire the cause of such detention. The answer re- 
turned by the commander was, that ‘he detained the 
ship because he hada rightto doso.’ The com- 
mander of the ‘Boston’ having received this answer, 
got under way and anchored close to the “T'wenty- 
fifth of May,’ and again sent a lieutenant an board 
of the blockading vessel, and repeated the former 
question, and received the same answer as before. 
The lieutenant then said that the commander did not 
recogmise such a right, and demanded that an order 
be issued forthe vessel’s release. The blockader 
refused to give such order. Another message was 
subsequently sent by the American commander, say- 
ing ‘that if such an order was not sent to the vessel, 
he himself would give it. The blockader again de- 
clared that he would not give such an order. Upon 
this the ‘Boston’ again got under way, passed by the 
detained ship, and ordered her to weigh anchor and 
follow in her wake—which she immediately did and 
both vessels entered the harbor. The American 
cammander, it is understood, sent word to the block- 
ading forces that he would not consent that an Ame- 
rican vessel should be delained, impeded, or visited. 
‘Lhe American consu! on his part said that the block- 
ade existed only on paper, and was therefore not to 
be recognised.” 


Treaty wity Cuina. ‘The fast sailing bark Sappho, 
Crocker, arrived at Boston ov the 2d instant, bringing 
despatches from Mr. Cusxino, our minister to China, in. 
cluding the Treary which be had concluded with 
China. x . 

Mr: Cushing was at Macao when the Sappho lefi 
and was to sail in the United States brig Perry, fur Maz’ 
atlan, ov the Mexican coast, on his way homeward on 
the 15th of August. Mr. Cushing an 
tached to the embassy were well when the Sappl.o 


eft 


! the gentlemen at- 


Maixs anv Post orrices. The regularity and se- 
curity with which thisdepartment is conducted in 
the U. States and especially as regards the transmis 
sion of money isdeserving of commendation, and con- 
sidering what a wide and wild country the mails have 
to traverse, it is really wonderful. Losses occasionally 
occur, but it is seldom, and such is the vigilance of 
the officers entrusted with the duty of ferretting out 
depredations, that a considerable portion of what is 
abstracted is afterwards recovered. Two smal] sums 
recently reached us, through their agency that had 
been taken from letters some months ago. We un- 
derstand that the money contained in dead letters 
that reach the general post office at Washington, av- 
verages $5000 per month. This shows well in con 
trast with official honesty in England, as character- 
ized by Col. Maberly, deputy post master general, 
who ina late examination before a committee of 
arliament, said that “a letter posted with money 
in itm ght as well be thrown into the gutter.” 





Tue Maryann coLony at Care Patmas. The 

following account of Cape Palmas, by the Rev. Mr. 
Seys, of the Methodist mission at Monrovia, who 
recently visited the colony, gives testimony of the 
highest character in favor of the Cape Palmas settle- 
ment. Itis from the ‘‘Africa’s Luminary” of August 
last: 

‘I consider the colony of Maryland in Liberia, 
known as the one receiving the exclusive patronage 
of the Maryland State Colonization. Society of the 
United States, as decidedly one of the most prospe- 
rous of the American settlements on the western 
coast of Africa. The organization and continued en- 
ergetic labors of the board representing the society 
would iead us to expect nothing less. Seon after the 
colony was founded by Dr. James Hall, now the so- 
ciety’s general agent in Baltimore, and the machine- 
ry of a colonial government set in motion, the selec- 
tion of a colored man as governor was made. This 
was just as it should be. It was called an experi- 
ment, but it was one, of the success of which no 
reasonable fears could be entertained. From the 
commencement the colony has been progressing, if 
not rapidly yet steadily and onward. 


The population is now about 700, and they receive 
an immigration every year. All necessary prepara- 
tion is made for the reception of an expedition be- 
fore its arrival. There is a public asylum or recep- 
tacle, consisting of a number of separate rooms, and 
situated in a healthful part of the colony, in which 
the new-comers are generally acclimated. Mean 
time frame baildings are being erected on lots laid 
out for them, of suitable size to afford them a good 
garden spot, and by the time the immigrants is 
through the fever and can begin to take care of 
himself, he has a home to go into—a dry, comforta. 
ble, litue framed and shingled house, where he can 
have all the necessaries and comforts of life, if he 
will only follow up his first advantages with econo- 
my and industry. 


It is a notorious fact that there is not a single fa- 
mily of all the colonists in Maryland Liberia occu- 
pying a thatched house; all have buildings such as | 
have described. Let it be understood that there is 
another point of sound and wise policy in this ar- 
rangement, of incalculable advantage to the settler. 
His house is not given to him; by no means. He 
would not value it as much if itwere. He is charg- 
ed with all the expenses of its erection. When he 
is able, he is furnished work; work 1s found him by 
some means, and as he earns his wages, he receives 
a part to live on, and a reasonable proportion is stop- 
ped in the hands of the society’s agent to pay the 
debt due for the house. 


In reference to the morals of the people, 1 had 
frequently presented before me an evidence very 
conclusive of its character. During the greater part 
of my visit, 1 could see from my bedroom window 
the gatherings of the officers and people at the month- 
ly sessions of their court. ‘The hour appointed by 
the constitution is 6 o’clock, A.M. ‘They would 
meet accordingly, and proceed to business. But by 
7 o’clock, or at farthest 8,every thing would be over 
and the court adjourned. | have often thought, what, 
no litigation at all—no civ:! or criminal cases— 
month after month, no work for judge, lawyers or 
jury to do? Surely this is no bad evidence that the 
people generally strive to sollow peace with all 
men. 

1 made it a point to enquire, for my own satisfac- 
tion, and was happy to find that the present admin- 
istration is decidedly popular, and | hope nothing 
may occur to induce Goy. Russwurm to resign his 
office.” 

NAVY. 

The U.S. frigate Raritan: A letter dated on board, 

Oct. 12th says: * We leave in afew days with Mr. 





















ee 
Brent, our charge on board, for Buenos Ayres, and 
expect to he gone about two months. We shal] the 

return to this port, 9 

The Congress, Boston and Brainbridge are now at 
the river. Since my arrival on the coast I have made 
but one short cruise to St. Salvador and back. Jt is 
quite tedious lying so long in port, and injurious {o 
the discipline of a new ship. 

hen we went to sea in August last, the Congress 
was In company, for the purpose of comparing speed 
and so was the United States. This ship was out of 
trim, being just filled up with her stores and_ provi. 
sions. The United States was light, and she left ys 
before we got in trim. 

The first day we beat the Congress by the wind 
and Captain Voorhees acknowledged it, attributing 
the circumstance to his trim. Having put his Ship in 
trim, he beat us two days, the winds being light; a}. 
though this vessel having been put in trim also, we 
beat the Congress handsomly in a good breeze. J] 
our sailing was by the wind. 

Com. Turner has written home requesting to return 
which he desires to do in the Congress.” 

The U.S. ship Falmouth, Com’r. Sands, sailed from 
Pensacola on the 18th ult. 

The U.S. ship Lexington, commodore F. B. Eli. 
og leaves N. York ina few days for Fort Ma- 

on. 

The U. S. frigate Potomac, Cap. Gwynn, dropped 
down from Norfolk on the Ist instant, to Hamton 
Roads, bound for the Pacific. The Hon. Wm. Crump, 
of Virginia, U. States charge d,aflairs to Chili, his 
son Richard Crump, his private secretary; the Hon. 
J. H. Bryan, of Ghiv, U. Slates charge d’ affairs to 
Peru, and his son Richard Bryan, his private secreta- 
ry, go out as passengers in the Potomac. 

It is stated that commodore Kearney is to succeed 
commodore Jones, as commander of the New York 
station. ‘ 

The Mexican war steamer Montezuma arrived at 
Norfolk on Saturday from New York. 

East Inpia Squapron. ‘The U. States ship Bran- 
dyacine Com. Parker, was left at Macao on the 4th Au 
gust, to sail lst December for the west coast of Ame- 
rica. 

The St. Louis, Cap. Tilton, do. to sail on a cruise 
Ist Sept. ) 

The brig Perry, Cap. Keith, do. to sail on the 15th 
Aug. on a cruise. 

Pirate captured, Cap. Crocker reports that bark 
Convoy, Capt. Joshua Towne, of Boston, which sail- 
ed from Macao, July 24, for New York, had been at- 
tacked by a piratical Chinese junk, which Capt. 
Towne succeeded in capturing; he had taken his prize 
to Hong Kong. 

The ul fated Missouri. Further preparations for rais- 
ing the wreck in Gibraltar harbour were made, when 
a gale came on driving an English brig against the ap- 
paratus, totally destroying it. In consequence of this 
disaster, the contractors for raising the steamer have 
now wholly abandoned the job, sacrificing all they 
have spent in their effor’s. 

Navan Surgeons. The board of naval snrgeons 
which was convened in Philadelphia on the 7th of 
October last and closed its proceedings on the 25th 
ultimo, report the following assistant surgeons as 
having been examined and found qualified for pro- 
motion: 

Of the date of June, 1838. William B. Sinclair and 
Stephen A. McCreery. 

Of the date of October and December, 1839. James 
B. Gould, Charles H. Wheelright, and Jobn H. 
Wright. 

Of the candidates examined for admission into the 
navy as assistant surgeons, sixteen were found quall- 
fied in the following order of relative merit. 

1 Bernard Henry jr. 9 Philip Lansdale 

2 Robert T. Maccoun 10 P. Benson De Lany 
3 William A. Harris 11 Alexander J. Rice 
4 Robert E. Wall 12 S. Allen Paddock 
5 Washington Sherman 13 John A. Pettit 

6 Henry O Mayo 14 Thomas B. Steele 
7 John Rudenstein 15 J. F. Harrison 

8 Randolph F. Mason 16 A. N. Bell 

Frencu Navy. The Presse give the following as 
the official state of the French navy: It consists of 
twenty three ships of the line, twenty nine frigates 
379 24ths of ships of the line on the stocks, and 27/- 
24ths of frigates, forty three steadm vessels, represen: 
ting a force of 7,340 horse puwer, sixteen or sev 
enteen of these are ready for sea atthe shortest no 
tice, eighteen steamboats in course of construction, 
eighteen trans-Atluntic steam packets, twenty-four 
steam packets of from 220 to 250 herse power, em- 
ployed by the post office in carrying the inails in the 
Levant, to Alexandria, Corsica, and England. (T hese 
vessels are not calculated to carry heavy guvs.) rhe 
classes of seamen for 1844, amounts to 122,025 men, 
but of this number only 62,000 may be regarded as 








able seamen. 
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States Senators. The legislature, by the lawsupon the subject were changed. He contended was thronged in every part, and a glance at the mul- 


‘vint ballot have re-elected col, BENTON as United States that so long as the present laws existed, the people of titude was sufficient to satisfy the eye that it was 
Senator for the six years ensuing the 4th of March next. | the north had no right to, oppose their legality by any composed of the most respectable of our fellow citi- 
Gol. B. had eight voles over a majority of the whole num: | gyert act. The hoped, however, tosee the day when Zens. We observed a number of the clergymen of 
but one opinion should prevail. in reference to this our cily, many of the merchants and gentlemen of 


ber attending. 
Mr. Arcutnson is also clected for the residue of the 


appointed by the governor. He had nearly a unanimous 


vote. ‘ , : 
Mra Senator Benton is now serving his twenty 


fourth year asa United States senator, and if he lives to disclose them any where, or at any time. 
serve out the term for which he is now elected, will have | Ing with the tray 


served thirty year’ in that body. 


esq. says ‘We announce to the democracy of the nation, | of the 


that col. Benton has been re-elected to the senate by the 
legislature cf Missouri, with a full knowledge of the fact, 
that itis his de‘ermination to assai! James K. Polk, if he 
shall redeem the pledge he has given to the American peo- 

le to advoeate the mmediate annexation of Texas to this 
country, or fail to repudiate every democrat who urges 
the negotiation of the Texas treaty. He took high ground 
on these points, in his public speeches; denounced those 
who thought it right to drop Mr. Van Buren as base 
intriguers, proclaimed the friends of annexation disuni- 
onists, and declared that the members of the Baltimore 
convention would be consigned to oblivion. 





ABDUCTING SLAVES. 





TriaL OF THE Rey. C. T. Torrey. Baltimore 
and Monday last, on the trial of the Rey. C. T. Tor- 
rey for aiding in the abduction of certain slaves 
from the service of their owners, and assisting them 
to escape from the state of Maryland. 


This case has elicited much interest, not only in va- 
rious parts of the union, but even beyond the Atlan- 
tic. We have registered certain resolutions entered 
into in relation to it, at the east, and also in London. 
The court room was exceedingly crowded. Mr. Tor- 
rey had the advantage of as able counsel as the state 
afforded, volunteered in his behalf, and their utmos 
talents were exerted. 

So far as we have seen the publications of Mr. Tor- 
rey and of those who advocated him, they seemed to 


have placed little or no reliance upon clearing him | 


of the facts charged. On the contrary, nearly all 
those publications if not expressly, at least impliedly 


admitted his having aided in the escape of the slaves, | 


but justified, or rather commended Mr. Torrey on the 
score of humanity, and intrepidily, and implicated the 
law under which his conduct is made punishable, 
neg of the man who had wilfully violated the 
aw. 


[tis supposed Mr. Torrey adventured, his own 
Statements would imply as much, to infringe, evade 
or viviate the laws of the state, (he alleges, in be- 
half of suffering humanity,) and designed when made 
amenable to those violated laws to have his case re- 
moved from the jurisdiction of the state courts to 
that of the United States court, witha view of hav- 


ing the abstract question of the right of the owner | 


to the services of a slave there adjudicated. 


cided in the negative—at least that the litigation 
would enure to the benefit of the slaves. 


ject in this respect was defeated. He did not sue- 


ceed in getting his case removed from the jurisdice | 


tion of the court where the offence had been com- 
mitted, Alarmed atthe predicament in which he 
was now involved, he organized an artful plan for 


escaping from jail in which he was confined and en- | 


listed several of his fellow prisoners in his scheme. 
"hey were detected on the eve of its accomplish- 
ment, and his confinement became more rigid and 
his case more hopeless of course. Yet the most 
strenuous efforts continued to be made in his behalf. 
Te had, it is believed, as full and fair a trial as his 
fase admitted of. The jury found him guilty of all 
three of the counts laid in the indictment. Not hav. 
ng room for the details of trial, and regarding all of 
the wae 7 aig me, as of secondary importance in 
€ before the p , ji 3 i 

Of question, we sisitts wivais | eciat etclcont orth 
ee } ame ¢ stract of the 
arks of the leading counsel for and against the 
accused upon the general merits of the case. We take 
the report of Mr. Johnson's speech from the Clipper 
Mr. Richardson’s from the Sun. ; 


SATURDAY Arrernoon. The court met at half 
Past 3 o’clock, agreeably to adjournment. The hall 
Was densely crowded in every part. 
eaeretay Johnson, Esq., senior counsel for the de- 

ce, addressed the jury, He expressed himself as 
_oe felt the most anxious solicitude in the case of 
traverser, from the fact that there existed between 
a people of the north and south, a difference of opinion 
- grhe: kight of property in human flesh; and declar- 
ne 7 W lalever might be his peculiar opinion in 

rence to that right, looking to nature or God, he 


Ile ap- | 
peared to flatter himself that it would there be de- | 


His ob-. 


‘subject allover the country. Though he possessed every profession, and the interest which they felt in 


term of the lamented Mr. Linn, to which he had. been peculiar views upon the subject of slavery, as an ab- the case was emphatically expressed in the unbroken 


'stract question, which, as a citizen of Maryland, it silence which was observed throughout the period of 


| might not be proper to advance, yet he feared not to nearly two hours, which was occupied by Mr. Rich- 


erser to defend him, he had frankly | 


In agree- | ardson in his address to the jury. 


Among other distinguished gentlemen present, we 


‘told him, that while he should have a fair and impar- | observed upon the bench, somewhat excluded by 
The St. Louis Reporter, (Loco), edited by S. Penn, | tial trial, he would not be drawn into any discussion others in front, the hon. Mr. Pratt, governor elect of 


question of right of property in human flesh. 
|The counsel expressed much fear, least the peculiar | 


|Maryland. 
As soon as the chief judge had taken his seat, at 


position, social and political, assumed by the people | about 10 minutes after 10, o’clock, Mr. Richardson 


‘from whence the traverser had come, with other cir- 
cumstances, might have so formed public opinion in| 


rose and spoke to the following purport: 
Gentlemen of the jury, the argument which I pro- 


‘this section of country, as to give a bias so prejudi- | pose to submit to you this morning, will be confined 
cial to the traverser, that it might operate even in entirely tothe case which is presented by the evi- 
‘the breast of jurors, imperceptibly to themselves; and dence and the law relating thereto. It is no part of 
that the accused, under such circumstances, would my intention to travel,out of the line of argument to 
have been brought to atrial, rather as one already | which these limits restric, me. shall not pretend 


condamned, than asa freeman. 


Ile corgratulated | to discuss the subject of slavery as it exists in the 


‘himself and client, however, upon the hope that these | south, or the peculiar views and sentiments of an 


‘fears were without foundation. 


Mr J. said he had felt an interestin the fate of the | north. 


| traverser, from his seeming forsaken and impoverish- 


-ed condition, and had volunteered his legal aid, in 


He had more recently been led to feei a deeper sym- 
‘pathy for him, from witnessing a young and beautiful 


adverse character enterlained by the people of the 
All that | have to do, in the performance of 
| my duty here, 1s to speak of the Jaws of the state of 
Maryland as we find them—it 1s by those laws that 


city court was occupied during Friday, Saturday, | defending him, without promise of fee or reward.—- | the prisoner is to be tried; and by the same laws you 


}are sworn as hig jurors. You will therefore try 
this case as you would any other—-upon the law and 


wife following him, in his misfortunes, with a fond- | the faets—and therefore it differs from no other.— 


_ness and ardor of attachment, seldom equalled by her 
He spoke in the most flattering terms of the 


, SEX. 
accomplishments of the wife of the traverser; and de- 


-clared her to be unsurpassed by any of her sex, for; 0! ; / 
The counsel, referred to| prisoner; nor are you to investigate those feelings 


| Virtue and intelligence. 


| You will look only to the suiemn obligation which 
‘you have assumed, and the responsibilities associated 
|therewith. It is not for you to consider the relations 
Of private life which may exist with regard to this 


‘the traverser himself, as having graduated with honor | Which may actuate him, as supposed to emanate 


} ~ ° S . 
at one of the first colleges of the country; of his hav- 
‘ing afterwards devoted his life to the study of the 


jaws of heaven; of his assuming the responsible posi- | you and your duty. 


tion of a minister of the gospel, and prosecuting that 
duty as an eminent and efficient pastor, in Massachu- 
setts; and that up to the agitation of the abolition 
question, he had sustained an unblemished charac- 
‘ter, against which the breath of reproach had never 
_been breathed. 

| Mr. J. referred tothe decp interest felt in the case 
Vat issue as not being confined to the travorser or his 
counsel, but as prevailing, without distinction of party 
in some sections of the country, exciting a deep and 
‘intense feeling. He felt, therefore, the stronger de- 
lsire, to show to the friends of the traverser in the 
north, that here, in the south, he had as fair and im- 
partial a trial as human frailty could secure for him, 
Mr. J. thought there were other and higher consider- 
ations, than mere personal or sectional interests to be 
looked to, for upon the question of domestic slavery, 
ut some period, a battle was to be fought, which would 
‘determine the fate of the Union. ‘Theretove, with a 
‘a view to avoid awakening that genius of liberty, 
which, once aroused, it might be found impossible to 
suppress till it had accomplished its object, it was de- 


while it were possible to raise a rational doubt as to 
his guilt; and thereby show to the world that an in- 
dividual coming from a non-slaveholding state might 
meet with a fair and impartial trial, in a portion of 
the union entertaining different opinions in reference 
lo domestic slavery. 

Mr. J. read the law under which the traverser had 
been indicted, and referred to that portion of it giving 
jurisdiction to the city over such cases where the 
vifence of “persuading, aiding,’ &c., slaves to ruua- 
way, actually took place within the city limits, and 
assumed the position that the traverser could not be 
convicted under the present indictment, as the testi- 
mony showed the offence had been committed in the 
county. He then referred to some discrepancies in 
the testimony; reviewed most minutely the evidence, 
with a view to exhibit its frailty; and dealt peculiar- 
ly severely with the witness Southmead. 

Mr. J. spoke for about two hours and a half, and 
was, listened to, by a crowded and intelligent audience 
with the most profounJ attention. 

The court expressing its indisposition to protract 
its sitting longer, and tie state’s attorney, Geo, R. 
Richardson esq. stating that he was willing to post 
pone his concluding argument until Monday,’ the 
court, at 7 o’clock, P. M., accordingly adjourned. 

George R. Richardson, state’s attorney; Reverdy 
Johnson, Nathaniel Cox, and Francis Gallagher esq. 
counsel for the defence. 

“The hall of the court house was quite thronged on 
Monday morning, previous to the opening of the 
doors of the eourt room, so intense had become the 
argument of the distinguished gentleman who repre- 
sents the state in this prosecution. Within two mi- 





Would be the last man to Oppose the legal right, until 





nutes after the doors were opened, the court room 


sirable that the traverser should not be condemned | 


| from God; or any other principle, of action or con- 
sideration that may have been interposed between 

You sil there bound by the oaths 
| which you have taken, and the salemnity of the re- 
'sponsibilities imposed on you, respansibilities which 
nothing can sever, and from which nothing can re- 
lease you. [tis required of you that you deal im- 
| partially with this traverser, between him and the 
state of Maryland. Even though civil broil ensue, 
though servile war shall be the consequence, aye, 
though the disunion of this confederacy be the result 
of your verdict, you cannot seyer yourself from the 
obligations which you have respectively assumed.— 
Coming then to the deliberation of this question, 
severed and segregated as you are from the commu- 
nity in the particular duty to which you have been 
called, you will come with me to the calin, unbiassed, 
and | am sure, yunprejudiced consideration of the facts 
ot the case. 

{We omit here My. Richardson’s examination of 
the testimony. ] 

A word more and lam done, said Mr. R. | am 
not here to speak of the private relations of the pri- 
soner with any other individual. [Here the speaker 
lawered his yoice very sensibly.] ‘he counsel on 
the other side spoke of this traverser’s wife. He 
spoke of her as a woman, in all the mental and moral 
accomplishments of her sex, as fit to compare with 
any woman in the land. Concede, if you please, 
that such is the fact. It is unhappily too frequently 
the case, that in the administration of wholesome 
justice, the immocent must suffer with the guilly.— 


' Admit that the pangs to be inflicted on another, are 


agonizing, if you will, but if this consideration is to 
produce any efiect upon you adverse to your convic- 
tions of justice, the guilty hereafter have nothing to 
do but to plead {hat in their punishment the pangs of 
anguish are to be inflicted upon the partners of their 
lives, to escape the penalty of their crimes. You 
can sympathize with her, gentlemen; you must; with 
all the anxiety of your minds you may feel and 
dwell upon the intense anguish which your verdict 
may inflict upon the wife, but you must render that 
verdict in conformity with the obligations of your 
oath. 

Mr. Johnson has told you that Torrey is no ordinary 
culprit, that he is a graduate of one of our first uni- 





versities, and was in early life and for inany years a 
distinguished minister of the gospel in the glorious 
old state of Massachusetts. Devoted to the study of 
God’s law. Has he done so? And has he not learned 
ihat that law binds him equally to God and the com- 
munity in which he tives? One of the counsel has 
said that for the violation of the law of man he will 
stand justified before God. Let me tell him that he 
knows of no law that separates the citizen from the 
Christian. If 1 know anything of God’s law, it re- 
quires every man to perform well all the relations 
of life. What bas the chief apostle of them all in- 
structed us?—Wives, ubey your husbands; husbands 








love your wives; parents, teach your children; se;. 
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vants, «bey your masters, not render them eye ser- | 
vice—I{ speak not the letter, but the spirit of the 
sentiment—but obedience in all things. flere, then, 
all the relations of life are inculeated and commend- 
ed. Further says the apostle:—Obey your rulers; 
the powers that be are ordained of God. Thus, then, 
if you disobey your rulers you violate the ordinance 
of God. Are not the laws of the land, and the mag- 
istrates, by whom they are administered, to be re- 
spected? Am I to be told that the man who lives in 
the constant violation of the laws of the land, is do- 
ing his duty? Vain man! who told you that God’s 
ordinances are higher than the laws of man? Who 
made you the judge of your fellows? Jn this coun- 
try, from the supreme court down to the lowest tri- 











bills were handed to the Jury, who rendered a ver- 
cict on each as follows; On the 2d, guilty and fined 
$159; on the 3d, guilty and to stand in the pillory one 
hour; on the 4th, guilty ard imprisonment 15 days.— 
That part of the sentence requiring him to be bran- 
ded and exposed in the pillory was executed on the 
following day. | He was tien remanded to prison, 
there to remain until the expiration of the fifteen 
days, and until the fine and costs were paid. 


~~ =a 











POLITICAL—PRESIDENTIAI. 





Numerous important documents crowd our co- 
lumns to the exclusion of a number of articles which 
we had clipped from the party journais, for the pur- 





bunal, the institution in qivestion has had sanction 
and protection. And can he reconcile it to his con— 
science to live in open or in secret violation of the 
acknowledged law? But peradventure, he may think 
the law of God is higher than the law of man; and it 
was said that he will stand justified Before the bar of 
God. And, moreover, peradventure, it is said he 
thought he was deing Gcd service! 
In the book from which he learned God’s Jaw, le 


pose of registering the general spirit of the public 
press upon the result of the election. Having al- 
ready devoted some pages of previous numbers to 
that object, our extracts must hereafter be brief.— 
_Congress and the legislatures of most of the states 
fos: now in session, and demand preference. 


The Democratic Review for November contains 
Ah! did he se? an article on the presidential contest, reviewing the 


‘ground of the battle. 








———_ 





decrease the burden of oppression, while they hol 
fast to the unconstitutional principle of protection,— 
They have resolved to concede us no more than q 
modification of the present Black Tariff of 1842, re. 
taining the free list of articles. They even assert 
that leading men ef ours have surrendered our whole 
ground by surrendering the principle, and have in our 
name made it a mere question of the degree to which 
the usurping plunder shal] be pushed. They say that 
they are told that South Carolina will consent to dis. 
crimination, provided the imposition be not imio- 
derate! All therefore who hope that South Caroling 
is not yet ready for final submission, will condemn 
any indication on the part of this Legislature of such 
ulter fraternization with the Democratic Monopolists 
of the North, as to confide to them the keeping of her 
rights and interests.” 








‘Tbe writer says the contest, TY,” 


THE ABOLITION PARTY'S ACCOUNT OF THF DEFEAT 
OF THE wuics. A leading editorial, two or three 
columns in length, which we find in the Boston Mor- 
| ning Chronicle, of the 27th ult., is devoted to answer- 


| ing the question—‘*WHar DEFEATED THE WHIG PAR- 
Mr. Leavitt, the editor of that journal, is re- 


will find that bright and glorious intellect which il- | exceeded in severity and closeness any thing dream-| cognized as being in the confidence of Mr. Birney, 
luminated the mind of Sau! of Tarsus, deceived by | ed of by the democratic party, and, having passed | and the journal itself is the organ of the party. The 


the same vain imagining. Saul of Tarsus who was the political abyss, they now look back and tremble 


afterwards the chiefest of the apostles was on his 
way to Damascus, to persecute the lowly follow- 


ers of Jesus; but suddenly he saw a light from heaven, | 


a light that illuminated at once his intellect and rea- 


» the perils they have encountered and survived. 


An article in the Nashville Union, which is be- 


| first cause he assigns for the defeat of the whigs, is 
the extra session of 1841, which he alledges lost them 
all they had gained in the election of Gen’! Harrison. 





after some exultation at the s 


lieved to be the most immediate organ of Mr. Polk, | 


The second cause assigned, is the nomination of 


uccess of the party, | Henry Clay. ‘Third, Henry Clay’s moral character, 


. | . . 
son; he heard the accompanying words, “Saul, Saul, | speaks of the consequences to be looked for as the | Which the journal we allude to, has been among the 
why persecutest thou me,” and looking up he saw in| results of the recent election. The negative effects | Most violent in assailing. The fourth cause assigned, 


that light the lowly Nazarene exhibiting himself to 
his enraptured gaze, the saviour of mankind! The 
honest Jew saw by the mysterious illumination of his 
mind the error of his ways—he, too, thought he was 
doing God service. That bright and glorious inte!- 


lect which afterwards irradiated the whole Christian | 


world, was mistaken in his zeal. Let no vain man 

think that he is doing God service, when he comes 

in conflict with man’s law ordained by his own peo- 
le. 


verser in the name of God, do it! But let me cau- 
tion you that you allow no excitement either here or 
elsewhere to operate upon your verdict. 


Mr. Richardson handed the indictment to the jury, | 


when the foreman asked if they were to find the of 
fence committed in the city of Baltimore. Mr. R- 
told them that they must, and handed them the act 
of assembly. 


They then retired to their room, it being about 12| 


o'clock. During their absence, the traverser had an 
interview with his wife of a very affecting character, 
and she withdrew with her father from the court 
room. The jury returned into court about 20 min- 
utes before 2 o’clock, having agreed upon a verdict 
finding the prisoner guiliy, on every indictment. 

Mr. Cox, of counsel for the defence, immediately 


and for a new trial. It is the intention of Mr. Tor- 
rey, to argue the motion for a new trial himself. 





JoxnaTHan Waker, accused of abducting seven 
slaves from their owners in Florida, was tried at 
Pensacola about a fortnight since. 

There were four separate indictments against him, 
charging him with aiding and assisting the runaways; 
with enticing thetn; and with stealing them. The 
Pensacola Gazette says: “On the first of these indict- 
ments the prisoner was arraigned and plead not guil- 
ty; but before preceeding to offer his testimony, the 
district attorney, With a frankness which cannot 
be too highly commended, disclosed to the jury, the 
prisoner’s counsel and the public, that he held in his 
hand four indictments against the prisoner, embrace- 
ing as many distinct offences which had been com. 
mitted by the act of carrying off these negroes, and 
thus invited the discussion and settlement of the pre- 
liminary question of law, viz: whether or not more 
than one indictment would Jie against the prisoner 
under the circumstances of the case. Several! hours 
were spent in the discussion of tnis question, during 
which a host of authorities were arrayed on the part 
of the prosecution to justify the course taken by the 
district attorney—while on the other hand many 
long arguments of great force and ingenuity were ad- 
vanced by the opposite counse! to show that the cases 
cited were not parallel, and that the authorities re- 
ferred to, though very good, gave no warrant for the 
proceedings at bar. The court held the matter under 
advisement until next day, and after sleeping on the 
point, gave it clearly in favor of the district attorney, 
complimented him on the masterly skill with which 
the indictments were framed so as to obviate any just 
or technical exception to their multiplicity.” 

Yhe trial then proceeded, and the prisoner was 
found guilty, and condemned tobe branded on the 
right hand with the letters, “S. 8S.” The other three 


spoken of are, to prevent the abolition of the veto | is‘‘ Their treatment of the liberty party.” Under this head 


power; to defeat the establishment of a nation«! the article then goes on to say: 


bank, and to prevent the distribution of the proceeds | 
of the public land ‘sales. The more positive results 
are thus indicated: 


a3 as Its guerdon. 
“We rejoice in the result, again, because we see | to a victory, we now verily belicve they would have 


“The brightest day for the whig party during the 


campaign, was when their rival party assumed ‘Tex. 


Seeing how near they have come 


in ita willingness on the part of the people to sub-| gained an empty triumph, securing the presidency 


mit the existing system of tariff taxation to such | and losing the house of representatives, had they 


modification as may be agreed upon by their own, pursued any thing like an honorable, just and manly 


election, proclaimed their attachment to an econom. 


|representatives in congress. They have, by this| course towards the liberty party. 
Gentlemen of the jury, if you can acquit the {ra- 


“Texas was our game. The whig party had never 


ical government—to such taxation as will inciden-' taken ground on it. Their national convention pass- 
tally give protection to all the great interests of the! ed no resolution on the subject, and could have pass- 


, country. 


liberations of congress on this vital subject. 


They have placed in the executive chaira! ed none. 
man who does not close the door againt the wise de-, forth asa manual of whig doctrine, was totally silent 
( on it, 
We rejoice in the result, because in it we sce alhighest whig authority, the Junius tracts, to have 


Mr. Clay’s Raleigh speech, which was put 


His Raleigh letter was expounded by the 


“yc nad: 1 . . 
prospect opened up for the annexation of our sister | opened ne door and shut none, but to have left the 


'republic of Texas to our Union. 


the democracy have for rejoiving, and they look for- 


hopes.” 


likely to wield a large share of political influence with 
the Polk administration, as an umpire between the 
northern and the southern sections of the party in 
power. Having the vice president,—and his in- 
fiuence, and his casting vote, as presiding oificer of 
of the Senate, in the event of that body being equally 
divided between the two great parties of the country, 
is a powerful lever in favor of the ‘* Keystone state.” 
The southern section of the preccminant party will, 
probably find it difficult to induce tne politicians of 
Pennsylvania, having such powerful weapons as they 
have in hand, to relinquish the tariff of 1842, with 
which the interest of the tate is so intimately iden- 
tified. 

The president elect, we Jearn from Tennesee, is on 
a visit to the Hermitage, where mutual felicitation, 
of course, will be cordially exchanged, at the result of 
the presidentialelection. Preparations were making 
at Nashville to give him a suitable reception after he 
takes leave of the ex-president. 

The vice-president elect,is at the city of Washing- 
ton. 

OF FUTURE POLICY. 

A writer in Columbia, where the South Carolina 
Legislature is in session, in a letter to the Charleston 
Mercury, says: 

‘**] have just learned by letter from Washington 
that the Democratic members already there from New 
York and Pennsylvania, repudiate decidedly all intention, 
and laugh at the proposal of a return to the Com- 
promise Act of 1833. On the contrary, they deciare 
that the utmost which they will surrender, will be to 





a. : ;'I'exas question precisely where it was. 
Phese are some of the substantial grounds w hich | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
t 





The whig 
party was not an anti-slavery party, for Mr. Clay, 
whom they held up as the ‘tembodiment” of whig 


; ward with entire confidence to the results of their | principles, exulted that no party in this country 
Victory, as they shall be developed during the next/ sought the overthrow of slavery. 
four years, for a complete fulfilment of all their|sophistries which furnished willing whigs a sort of 
ue cover for their support of a slavehoider, produced no 
& The ee Democrats” of the city and county of | sort of impression on the mind of a democrat, who 
— i hiladelphia are taking measures for a grand cele-| therefore regarded his own party and the whigs as 
rose and submitted a motion in arrest of judgment} bration of their triumph in the late national and state occupying substantially the same ground in these re- 
elections, to be held on the 8th of January next. Aspects. Had the whigs confined themselves to these 
letter of invitation has been forwarded to General! mere humbugging professions in regard to them- 
Jackson to honor the occasion with his presence.— | selves, they would have left the liberty party urem- 
J here is some expectation that the president elect | barrass:d, to make such inroads as it could upon he 
will visit that city before his inauguration, and it is|1anks of democracy, by the opening which the Balti- 
surinised by Pennsylvanians that their State will be! pn ore convention had made for us. 


The glosses and 


‘6.t ig well k.own that we were just begining to 


| produce a powerful impression upon conscientious 


democrats. The one hundred deciarants of Madison 
county, the adhesion of judge Foote, and many 
others, are cases in point. But when the whigs be- 
gun their.career of falsehood and slander, when the 
New York Tribune and Albany Journal, Boston At- 
las, and National Intelligencer, proclaimed of this 
and that locality, that the liberty men were all going 
for Clay, on account of Texas, democrats who read 
the Clay documents with impartial eyes, could not 
but see that the cry of Texas, as an apology for 
joining the whig party, was alla pretence; and then 
concluded, what their own leaders told them was 
true, that the liberty party was radically unsound, 
and was a mere offshoot of the whig party, to be re- 
absorbed in time of need. Had the allegations of 
the whig papers been true, the conclusion of the 
democrats would, to a democrat, have been sound 
and just. False as they were, we are satisfied that 
thev so far thwarted the operations of the liberty 
party towards the democrats, as to leave the latter 
in nearly its full strength. This one carise was mor’ 
than sufficient to give the vote of New York to Polk 
by a plurality. 

"But Ww coh td this falsehood the whigs added ano- 
ther stil] more foul, that the leaders of the liber'y 
party were only “‘Jocofocos in disguise,” and gle 
themselves in favor of Polk and Texas, it remove’ 
all remaining scruples from the minds of thousauds 
of conscientious democrats. Why should not a pai 
man think there could be nothing very wrong in Vu- 
ting according to his political preferences, when he 
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od wat told by respectable and Christian orators: and | bers to subject the whole business and destiny of the [and to prolong and perpetuate its power. Ani this 
a editors, that he was voting according to the wishes | establishment to the hazard of a connexion with a / at the expiration of more than half a century fro n 
e- of Birney and Jay, of Tappan and Stuart, of Fes-| new partner—it may be bankrupt in fortune and the formation of the constitution, when the entire 
rt senden and Whittier, of Webb and Lemoyne, of} character, or trained to habits of business, or pos- | nation entertained the belief that slavery could not 
le Morris and Bailey, and Lewis, and King? And yet | sessing infirmities of constitution, rendering the con- | survive the first quarter of a century of our national 
ur wise whigs wonder that they were defeated ! nexion valueless, or worse than valueless. An ordi- existence. ; . 
ch We do not wonder the whigs are mortified to find | nary violation of the constitution—such, for example, it is said, indeed, that annexation will have the 
at that the same people of the United States, who in| as an alledged unauthorized regulation of commerce | effect of enlarging and sustaining the power of slave- 
Ss 1840 so eagerly drove from power the Jackson party,| for purposes of protection, might be submnitted to, | ry. But whoever considers the relation between 
O- as unfit to administer the government, should in less | until the action of the appropriate judicial tribunal demand and supply in the commerce of the world, 
na than two years have passed a similar sentence upon| could reach and remedy the evil, But this is a/ will be atno loss to perceive the connection between 
on the whig party, by changing the character of the} case which no judicial tribunal can reach. The fo- | the consumption of human energy and human life in 
ch house of representatives; and that they should, at the} reign state once admitted, and the mischief is done, | the enlarged cultivation of Texas annexed, and the 
sts very next opportunity, bring back to power the very | irrevocably; and resistance on the part of the injured | increased production in our slave breeding states for 
er same parly under the very same leaders that they | states become the only remedy, though it may involve the supply of the demand thus created. Such was 
had indignantly driven out—preferring even the still| the hazard of forever quenching the watch fires of | the effect of the acquisition of Louisiana. That sla- 
more attenuated prolongation of the Jackson dynasty | our liberty and union in blood. very is destined, with annexation, to recede gradually 
AT to that which the whigs had brought in its stead. The right to annex is claimed to rest on the grant | to the south, until it melts away and becomes lost in 
‘ee 4 Had the whigs rejected a dictator in 1841, and | of power in the constitution to admit new states into | a mixture of races somewhere between the line of 
or- devoted themselves to the wise administration of the | the union. If there had been no territory within our | Mason & Dixon, and _ the isthmus of Darien, is a vi- 
er- _ government, they would not have been put down in| origina! limits upon which this power could operate, | sion of fancy as baseless as the fabric of a dream.— 
R- ' 1942. Had they carried out the pledges of 1840, by | the right to admit states from beyond them would | Nothing in the past will justify us in believing it can 
re- ' again rejecting the pertinacious claims of Henry | seem necessarily to have been embraced in the ge-j ever become a reality. 
ey, Clay, they might have elected almost any other man/neral grant of power. But such territory existed,| To attempt for any purpose, a transformation of 
‘he in 1844. Had they left the liberty party to use its| large and ample. The advocates of annexation would | the present, into the new union which annexation 
, is advantage over the democracy, by the assumption of | seem, therefore, to be thrown upon the necessity of | would create, would be an insufferable invasion of 
em Texas, they might even have brought in Henry Clay, | furnishing evidence of intention, quite beyond any | our rights; but to attempt it for the purpose of sus- 
on. by the skin of his teeth, to the empty favor of an| thing thatcan be found in the general language— taining slavery, and subjecting the tenants of these 
of election, though the country never would have been | ‘‘New states may be admitted by the congress into | mountains to its prolonged power, is to be thought 
er, brought to surrender to him the control of the gov-| this union,”—which, if allowed the latitude con- |of with no dream of submission to it for an hour.— i 
the ernment. tended for, would leave no limit to the exercise of Upon the consummation of the threatened measure, ‘ 
ed, We had intended to say a few words ‘“‘by way of| the power, short of the entire habitable globe.—/| I do not hesitate to say that it would be the duty of a 
ead improvement,” but our columns are full. The in-| That the framers of the constitution had in their | Vermont to declare her unalterable determination to m 
ferences are obvious. Parties are being broken up,! contemplation a provision admiitting such a latitude, ‘have no connexion with the new union, thus formed Re 
the to come forth in new combinations, in which slavery | is incredible, and it is equally so that if they had | withovt her consent, and againsther will. To carry ‘ 
eX. and anti-slavery cannot but form essential and con- | such intention, they should have failed to express it, out this determination would not be to dissolve the 
yme flicting elements, of uncomputed importance. We} in language suited to the grant of power of such union, but to refuse to submit to its dissolution—not to i 
ave shall see what we shall see. Our hope and prayer! fearful magnitude as that of effecting, by a simple | nullify, but te resist nullification. 
ney is, that the liberty party may be enabled so wisely to} act of congress, an essential change in the relations| [donot undervalue the union. [ greatly value, 
hey pursue and so firmly to urge its career, in the plain | of the constituent members of the confederacy;—and | and would preserve it. But it is the union of which ae 
nly and straight-forward path originally chalked out, | this, too, while congress is invested with no power to | (he present constitution is the bond. If the question ce 
that under the excellent and upright Birney, (or | change even a line of the constitution—which can} were properly submitted to Vermo:t whether she + = 
aver | whoever may be its chosen leader,) it may stand as| only be done by the solemn act of three fourths of the | would come into a new union, we would deliberate wg 
“ag the beacon light to guide, as the tower of refuge to/ states of this union. upon it; but the question whether we will submit to Pin. 
ass: protect the great interests of liberty and justice, so| Ardent minds may have glowing visions of great-| be forced into it, under pretence of a power to do so Eb 
rot as to be worthy of the honor reserved for such, of| ness, and glory, and good to man, in prospect of the | which does not exist, is not to be debated for a mo- ve: 
‘tae bringing our beloved country safe through its great-| boundless exercise of the claimed power; but it is| ment, any more than we would debate the question 433 
re _ est trial, the peaceful emancipation of three millions | for the sober and thoughtful, and wise and truly be- | of submission to a foreign yoke, iF 
on of our fellow countrymen, who are slaves.” nevolent, to check such anticipations and chasten| But why, after all, should annexation be desired ; 
the _— _—— | Fe desires, by submitting we | apne gy Pads an What qrepeke: ens ° there for : 
Tre aw ; Sais an os rigid justice to the existing members of the confede- | it, having reference to the good of the whole country? t 
ne GOV, SLADE on ANNEXATION, racy. No fancied benefits can ever compensate for | How is it to benefit the union? Who can assure a. 
vhiy ae OF TEXAS. the perpetration of wrong—the infliction of injustice, | indeed, of tha capacity of our union to resist the 
ntry ; under any circumstances whatever. |strong tendencies to dissolution, of such an acquisi- 
anil The following allusion to the proposed annexation} But it is attempted to obviate the constitutional | tion? What wise and prudent statesman will he 
rt of , of Texas is extracted from governor Slade’s recent | difficulty, by claiming title to Texas as part of the | willing to hazard such an experiment upon this 
pe | message to the legislature of Vermont. | Louisiana purchase, and calling the proposed mea- | Union? Wiser and better is it to endeavor to streng- 
who | , “There is another question of great and overwhelm- | sure re-annexation. In reference to this it is suffi-| then and consolidate it upon its preseat basis—to 
sh ed ing interest which recent events have forced upon | cient to say that by the treaty of 1819 with Spain, get rid as soon as can be properly and rightfully ir 
he ourattention. By a sudden and unexpected turn of | after a protracted negotiation with regard to the ‘done, of every thing that will endanger it, and espe- Ny 
eat | party policy, we are called on to decide the momen- | southern boundary of Louisiana, it was agreed to fix ‘cially of that greatest of all sources of danger, the vid 
trig tous question, whether a foreign nation shall be an-| jt on the Sabine: that the yielding of our disputed jinstutution of slavery—and thus having laid aside tie 
nem- hexed to, and become a part of this eonfederacy.—| claim to Texas entered into the consideration of the | every weight, to run the race of freedom and philan- hy 
+ the : As me is a question in which the states, as members! cession to us of Florida; and that the line thus es- thropy and solid glory which ii set before us.” f 
salti- " bee ee have a special interest, and upon which | tablished was subsequently confirmed by our trealy | ——_—__-- scemetenieiaiiaatielieemmmemiaaniiionin = { 
cpinine heen ae ntnlales a express their | of limits with Mexico. The claim to re-annexation, GOVERNOR STEEL'S MESSAGE a 
ng to beatge Pe * ec pupectes legislatures, it will) then, is as though, upon the possible independence of oa “dkiek’ Pibaie Lite ell Silat Wiebiidaiaaee fe 
tious bring the st bie rs any pda vreign to my duty, to | Canada, and a treaty with her confirming the boun- 2, Sam . MPSHIRE. if : 
diaon pets to your notice, and urge it upon) dary, established by the treaty of Washington, we | — A asa righaabes 38 il 
many Sean attention. : should afterwards claim as our own, the territory | Fellow citizens of the senate, fe 
73 be- Wrilten conbaitnth ager union whose bond was a| ceded by us in that arrangement, because it was em-| and house of representatives; | A 
ayiwl nae ee ution, granting to ils government cer- | braced within our formerly claimed limits. Who The day has arrived to which you were adjourned, at 
n At- the sears pomnes. i No question in regard to} would be willing to hazard the peace or the honor | and we are again assembled and prepared, | trust, to a 
* this satan tan vi one ey — constitution, can be of | of the country, upon such a claim as this? And yet! proceed without delay to accomplish the duties in- 
going membershia anon than t rat which relates to the! such is the claim for re-annexation. sie cumbent on us, Among the most important subjects 
read which tie “ el confederacy. ‘The extent to But there is another insurmountable constitutional }which will claim your attention, is the re-apporticn- 
d not question vit; yres eu may’ oe admitted, involves a| objection. It is found im the purpose of annexation. | ment of public taxes. To do this with that care 
y for stiitann ee ‘0 the Jnjon. A violation of the con-| That purpose is to establish and perpetuate slavery— jand attention whieh its importance demands, will 
| then of mere wiclaieeen reaches far beyond a question | any attempt to do which by the general government | require laborious investigation and patient exercise 
1 was at the anieine - ae of the government. Itstrikes| is of itself, a manifest violation of the national com- | of the judgment. All local considerations should 
ound, thorized ad vey the government itself. An unau-| pact. For where is to be found among the powers be laid aside, and property, wherever it exists, should 
be re- than an siiceiet of a new state, is nothing less granted in the constitution, the semblance of a power | be made to bear its equal share of the necessary 
ns of eannot. of oe Oo aa anew confederacy. This| to establish or pepetuate slavery, any where? With public burdens of society. 
f the the eld glahenn e done, without a destruction of the exception of the provisions for delivering up fu-| During the last session of the legislature nume- 
sound ing governm ~ an exercise of power by the exist- | gitives, and the suppression of insurrection, and the |rous petitions were presented, praying for various, 
1 that Such is a » equivalent to suicide. — three fifths slave representation in one branch of} if not conflicting, alterations in our present military 
iberty this sm Proposition lor the annexation of Texas congress, the constitution confers on slavery no pri- | system. That the militia laws might be improved, [ 
latter importance ees question of much more} vilege; and imposes no duty, and confers no power|am not disposed to doubt; but | am clearly of opi- 
; more shall form on “ / — the territory to be added | on congress, looking, in the remotest degree, to its} nion that until the petitioners can agree among them- 
» Polk all be dues ° wal py Fee or whether they shall| support. It was a state institution before the con- selves, or the public mind settles down upon a sys- 
elween lye vag states, or equally divided | stitution was formed, and, so far as that cqnstitution |tem equally effective and less expensive than the 
d ano- of power. one and irreconcileable elements | is concerned, it remains 80 still—free to live, if it | present, it will be best to adhere to the one now in 
iberty rary power, V & queation whether, by an act of ar- can, but certain to die without unconstitutional aid force. 
were consent, inte ow Shall be forced, without her| for its support. That aid it is the purpose of annexa-| Since the adjournment of the legislature, their 
noved hot admissable * eral union with a state or states, | tion to afford. order directing the construction of a chapel for the 
ysauds eltered. qt ~ ny Sogn gnc into which she has} The onward progress of freedom, under its high | use of the prisoners in the state prison, has been ex- 
pla nC ah ordiens ye i a tiajority of the members impulses, is rapidly changing the balance of power, ecuted, and the old chapel changed into a hospital, 
in Vu- 4 Member oe ¥ nership w ere to attempt to force | and leaving slavery to perisl; and now the nation is| Those alterations have enabled the warden, physi. 
nen’ he onsent—eommall 1@ concern without the common | suddenly called on to come to its rescue—to save it|cian, and other officers to render to an unusually 
pelling the dissatisfied member or mem-| from sinking—to infuse into it new life and vigor, |Jarge number of sick persons a degree of care ang 
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attention, hichly necessary to them, but which oth- 
erwise could not well have been bestowed upon 
them. 

Although there are acknowledged defects and im- 
perfections inthe constitution of this state, yet the 
citizens of the state have by their votes declined to 
order its revision; and as the servants of the people, 
we are bound by that decision, and are net at liberty 
to set aside, or.eyen to evade those clauses which 
are acknowledged to be defective or against the spi- 
rit of the age in which we live. 

The question as to the abolition of capital punish- 
ment has also been decided in the negative. The 
reasons which induced such decision are known only 
to those who so voted. To me, it is a decision full 
of painful regret. A fellow morta! now lies confin- 
ed, at most on circumstantial evidence; and although 
that evidence was strong enough to induce an im- 
partial jury lo convict him, yet there is a possibility) 
that he did not do the deed for which he js condemn- 
ed to suffer. Guilty or not guilty, [cannot forbear 
urging the legislature to commute his punishment} 
from the penalty of death to that of imprisonment | 
for life. Surely, if vengeance is not the object of | 
the law, the security of the public can be effectually 
guarded hy imprisonment. 

It would, perhaps, be out of place for me to con- 


gratulate the legislature on the result of the presi-| 


dential election; yet I cannot forbear saying that its 
result must go far towards convincing political aspi- 
rants that honest, straight-forward action is far pre- 
ferable {vu ever-varying professions, corrupting 
schemes of distribution, or false issues on national 


Hon. Joun Q. Apams, president. 

Hon. Willard Hall, Ist vice president. 

James Clarke, Esq. of Penn., 2d do. do. 

Dr. Eliphalet Nott, 3d do. do. 

Rev. Beverly Waugh, 4th do. do. 

John A. Brown, Esq. of Penn., 5th do. do. 

Rev. Henry V. D. Johns, Gih do. do. 

Rey. Edward Kingsford, 7th do do. 
Harmar Denny, Esq. 
Charles W. Ridgely, Esq. Geskiiee 
Rev. Charles A. Davis, PCRS nen. 
Rev. Timothy Stillman, 

Gn taking the chair, the president made a few ap- 
propriate remarks. A business committee was ap-. 
pointed, to whom sundry propositions in regard to the 
objects of the convention were referred. ‘The said 
committee reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That we gratefully recognise the wisdom 
and goodness of Jehovah in the appointment of the 
Sabbath, in the sanction which he gave to it by his 
own example, in his command to men to remember 
it, and keep it holy, and in the blessings which it has 
been the means of conferring upon those who have 
kept it according to his will, in all ages of the world. 

Resolved, ‘That we specially notice the kindness of 
theLord,in leading the fathers of our country so exten- 
sively to acknowledge the sanctity of his day, and to 
observe it as a day of rest from secular business, 
travelling, and amusement, and of special devotion to 
the public worship of God, and the promotion of the 
spiritual good of men. 

Resolved, ‘That the blessings which we are enjoy- 
ing from the Jabcrs and sacrifices of those who have 
gone before us, for which labors and sacrifices, their 


vx 





policy. 

Not many years since, it was confidently said, that 
without a national bank the currency would be ruin- 
ed, and exchanges from one section of the country 
to another would be disastrously disordered, if not 
rendered impossible of being effected at all. Time 
has proved these confident predictions to be wholly 
unfounded. A sound and wholesome trade has ef- 
fected that which the United States Bank failed to 
do, and has gone far toward convincing every one 
open to conviction, that trade left to itself, will re- 
guiate its own concerns much better than any artifi- 
cial power can do it. 

Such also will be the fate of the present tariff 
predictions. ‘The tariff, left as it now stands, will 
work the destruction of the interests involved in its 
immoderate protective clauses. Protective duties 
have the effect of enhancing the price of the articles 

rotected, and in proportion to the rise of prices will 
be the profits made by the producer or manufacturer. 
If those profits are large, the inducement to capital- 


ists is greater to extend such profitable business; and | 


this is often done so hastily that prudence is lost 
sight of. A rush takes place, the business is over- 
done, and the home market overstocked. ‘fo remedy 
the evil a foreign market must be resorted to—but 
this cannot be done except ata sacrifice ruinous 
alike to the business of the manufacturer and all 
other interests necessarily connected therewith.— 
That we are fast approaching such a crisis I cannot 
doubt. Manufacturing establishments are being 
erccted or enlarged with such haste that time is not 
given for the damp walls of the building or the paint 
on the machinery to dry. Machines of all kinds, 
new and old, are cagerly sought after, and as eagerly 
sel in motion. | 

The late land speculations were scarcely conduct- 
ed with less deliberation and judgment, than are 
erection of mills, or purchase of stock in mills al 
ready built. If the concern can show large divi- 
dends, no matter how made, no matter what the 
construction or’ durability of the buildings or ma- 
chinery may be, they are rarely if ever cxamined or 
inquired after—present gains alone contro! the deci- 
sions of the purchaser. The result is inevitable— 
protective duties cannot save interests thus situated 
from a revulsion, which must, souper or later, bear 
heavily on the operatives, and force them either to 
add to their already burdensome hours of labor, or 
submit to a large reduction of wages, perhaps both. 
Such has ever been and always wiil be the result of 
all hot-bed systems. [f we wish to have wholesome 
and permanent interests of any kind, we must admit 
of a fair competition. JOHN H. STEEL. 

Council chamber, Nov. 30. 
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“THE LORD’S DAY CONVENTION.” 











An assemblage composed of delegates from vari- 
ous states of the Union, appointed at the suggestion 
of a Sabbath day convention held at Baltimore in 
January last, convened in said city on Wednesday the 
Q7th ult. in the Baptist church, corner of Lombard 
and Sharp streets. A preliminary organization took 
place, succeeded by a regular organization with the 
following oflicers: 


| regard for the Sabbath was an essential means of 
| preparing them, ought to lead us in this matter, con- 
| scientiously and perseveringly to imitate all that was 
| good in their example. 

| Resolved, That the influence of the observance of the 
| Lord’s Day, in the establishment of our social, civil, 
and religious institutions, was such as must greatly 
endear it to the hearts of all intelligent and consist- 
ent patriots; and the continuance and legitimate ope 
ration of these institutions, will depend in no small 
degree upon the manner in which the people of this 
country shall meet the responsibilities and discharge 
the duties of that sacred day. 

Resolved, ‘That the increasing conviction which is 
manifested in vai ious parts of our country, ofthe duty 
and utility of remembering the Christian Sabbath 
and keeping it holy, and the consequent diminution 
of secular bnsiness, and the increase of the num- 
bers who assemble to acknowledge the author of their 
blessings, are in our view tokens tor good to the coun- 
try, and cught to encourage all to give to the observance 
of the day, the sanction of their habitual example. 

Resolved, That we witness with great pleasure the 


Pee, 


bodies and souls of men, and is armed with a penal. 
ty which no continued violation. of it can either oa 
nul or evade. , 
Resolved, That bodies of men, by being incorpo. 
rated for private or public objects, have no more 
right to desecrate the Sabbath than individuals: and 
that the members of such bodies are as really bound 
to observe it, in their public and official acts, as the 
are in their individual and private transactions 
among their fellow men. 

Resolved, That we recognize with peculiar satis. 
faction the repeated instances in which bodies of 
men, in their official capacity, have of late manifest. 
ed their regard for the Lord’s Day, and their dispo. 
sition to assist those whom they employ-in avahling 
themselves of the rest and privileges which that day 
was designed to aftord. 

Resolved, That the Sabbath is peculiarly the frieng 
of the laborer, and comes as an angel of mercy to 
give him rest from his toils, and to pointhim upwards 
and help him to rise in anticipation of, and in prepa. 
ration for “that rest, which remaineth for the peop|o 
of God.” 

Resolved, That it is not only the privilege, but the 
right of the Jaborer to rest on the Sabbath, and 
right of which he cannot be deprived without great 
evil to himself, to his family, and to his fellow men, 

Resolved, That as it is proved by facts that on tho 
whole more labor can be performed, by working six 
days ina week and resting one, than can be per. 
formed by working seven, and that it can be done in 
a better menner, the pecuniary interests of men, no 
less really than their moral duties urge them to re. 
spect that law of their nature, and of nature’s God, 
which requires a day of weekly rest, and of devout 
acknowledgment of Him as the Maker, Redeemer, 
and governor of the world. 

Resolved, That as the dissemination of a know. 
ledge of principles and facts, with regard to tle 
Sabbath, is one of the most powerful means of se- 
curing its observance, it is recommended to all to 
supply themselves. with interesting publications on 
this subject, and to circulate them in all suitable 
ways as extensively as possible. 

Resolved, That should some good Sabbath manual 
be obtained by every family, that all the children and 
youth may understand the object of the Divine Leing 
in the appointment of the Sabbath, and the reason; 
why all should observe it, they would, it is believed, 
greatly promote not only their own interest, but all 
the great interests of mankind. 

Resolved, That the efforts that are made by ship 
owners, merchants, and others to give the rest and 
privileges of the Lord’s Day to seamen, must tend to 
elevate their character, increase their usefulness, and 
promote the good of all. 

Resolved, That the connection between the dese- 
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influence which many editors, not only of the reli- 
gious, but the secular press of our country are ex- ! 
erting in favor of the Lord’s Day, and trust that their 
labors will be duly appreciated by the patriotic of all | 
classes, and meet a generous response from all the 
hearts of the people. : 

‘The chairman of the standing committee then of- 
fered the following resolution: | 

Resolved, ‘That in a free country, where genera! 
intelligence and virtue are essential to the purity and 
permanence of civil institutions, the observance ol 
the Sabbath is peculiarly necessary in order to se- 
cure that respect tor the laws which is essential to 
public tranquillity, and that general conviction o1 
moral responsibility on which the safety of property, > 
and character, and life, and the appropriate enjoy 
ment and use of these blessings depend. 

At this stage of the proceed.nzs, Mr. Richard Lem 
mon objected to the wording of the resulutiun. Ano- 
ther debate sprung up, Mr. Magruder, of Virginia, 
sustaining Mr. Lemmon’s views, and the Rey. Jus 
tin Edwards, the Rev. Mr. Hammond, of Pennsylva 
nia, and others opposing them. Dr. Thomas E. Bond, 
jr. of Baltimore, called for the question. ‘lhe cal, 
was sustained, and the resolution was then adopted. 

The hour for adjournment arrived. On re-assem- 
bling, the reading of the report of the committee 
Was resumed. 

Resolved, ‘That all public men, who ave raised Dy 
the sutlrages of a free people, to places of official 
dignity and power, are laid under peculiar obliga-’ 
tions to set an example with regard to the Lord’s 
Day which shall be sate and salutary to their fellow 
men, and which shall tend to render the due obser- 
vance of that day universal. 

Resolved, That as but six days in a week have been 
made, or given to men for seculiar business, they 
have no right to take any more for thal purpose; no 
more belong to them; if men take more, they take 
that which 1s not theirs; and though it may some- 
limes promise some tempvrary good, it will not be 
ikely touend well; for the Sabdatical law was en- 
lrayen not only on the tables of stone, but on the 




















eration of the Sabbath, and the use of a beverage of 
intoxicating liquors, and the traffic in them for that 
purpose, and the aid which each aflords in the pro- 
motion of the other, should lead the friends of tem 
perance, as well as of the Sabbath, to persevere i 
the judicious efforts to cause each of those evils lo 
be done away. 

Resolved, ‘That this convention view with gratitude 
to the Divine Being the effort which has for some 
time past been making on the part of the national 
government, as we!! as of many officers of the army, 
to extend to the soldier the privilege of resting on ie 
Sabbath, and attending the worship of the sanctuary; 
and it is ardently hoped, through the good providence 
of God, that this privilege will soon be extended 1 
the entire army. 

Resolved, ‘That the clergy of the different denom 
nations of Christians in the United States be respect 
fully requested to preach, annually, a sermon (f 
sermons adapted to promote the scriptural obser 
vance of the Lord’s Day, and if convenient to the", 
to select the month before harvest as the season lof 
such discourse. ola 

Richard Lemmon, Esq. rose and offered the follow: 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the report of the standing commit 
tee be referred back to that committee with instru 
tions to insertin their resolutions the words “lt 
Lord’s Day” in lieu of the word “Sabbath,” and 
that the president be authorized to enlarge the co"" 
mittee. Laid on the table. me 

The general address of the convention was 10? 
read by J. Atwood, Ksq. of Philadelphia. 

The discussion of these resolutions, and of ' 
amendments which were proposed to them, beca'® 
quite interesting. A very animated debate oe 
up several times as to the use of the term Sabbar 
day, some maintaining the appellation of The [orl 
Day,’ &e. The latter being a minority, were 6 
down repeatedly, but as often contrived to rene”. 
their point. ‘fhe question was taken upon €a Het 
the above resolutions separately, and ultimately | 
were all adopted. 


some 


sf) ol 


sts Abi 
Se oF 


ult 

ele 

CI: 

Yo 

the 

th; 

ly 

yo 

for 

dis 
pri 

tio 

wh 
of 
pet 
sen 
cal 
cru 
day 
ene 
tun 
wh 
of 
ma 
son 
wh 
ma 
du; 
the 
whi 
Vict 
tua. 
the 
a tr 
dise 
enc! 
Wit! 
eacl 
I 


the 


Joy 

the | 
patr 
Stro: 
Stro) 
fee] 
the; 
beer 
whi 
than 
Polk 
histc 
Zeal 
Over 
men 
tion- 
ly ad 
anno 









te 


penal. 
her an. 


ICOrpo. 
> more 
als; and 
r bound 
as they 
ACtions 


ar Satis. 
dies of 
anifest. 
r dispo. 
AValling 
hat day 


e friend 
ercy to 
Ipwards 
? prepa. 
8 people 


but the 
1, and 
ut great 
»wW men, 
it on the 
king six 
be per- 
done in 
men, no 
m to re. 
€’s God, 
f devout 
sdeemer, 


a know: 
d to the 
ns of se. 
to all to 
ations on 
1 suitable 


h manual 
Idren and 
ine Leing 
@ reasons 
believed, 
t, but all 


> ehi 
2 by ship 
e rest and 
st tend to 
Iness, and 


the dese- 
-verage of 
n for that 
» the pro 
s of tem 
‘severe in 
se evils (0 


gratitude 
for some 
e national 
the army, 
fing on the 
sanctuary; 
providence 
tended 9 


it denoml 
e respect 
ermon of 
ra} obser 
t to the, 
season lot 


he follow: 


‘ ot mite 
4 co n a 
th instru! 

ords “tle 
ath,’ am 
e the cour 


, was then 


id of some 
> raine 
m, bec - 
m Sabbait 
. tz 
The Lord ‘ 
were vote 
Lo renew 
yon each! 


nately ti"! 





NILES’ 


al ee 











NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 7, 1844—-MR. 


ee SOR CR, ee en ce ee 


al v4 e. Sm: omy <a - > a 


Se ae Wee on ceed aoa = 
The following resolution offered by Dr. Board- 
man, occasioned a spirited debate during two‘of the 

sittings of the convention: 

Resolved, That this convention express their deep 
regret that the national legislature and other legis- 
lative bodies, should in several instances within the 
last few years, have deemed it expedient to continue 
their sessions through a part of the Sabbath, and 
they cherish the hope that all our legislative bodies 
may hereafter abstain from the transactlon of busi 
ness on that day. 

Rev. T. H. Stockton offered the following as a 
substitute: . 

Resolved, That -the convention do hereby respect- 
fully tender to such members of congress as have 
heretofore attempted to prevent desecratiog of the 
Lord’s Day, by unnecessary extension of legislative 
action into the sacred day, its unanimous commen- 
dation, and further express the hope that similar 
efforts hereafter will be sustained by a majority of 
their honorable body. 

Dr. Boardman immediately rose and said, that he 
was so pleased with the resolution, that he begged to 
be permitted to adopt it. The question was imme 
diately put, and the resolution carried unanimously. 

A report and resolution, stating the amount of the 
collections at $142, and the number of delegates at 
1711, was read and adopted. 

The usual resolutions of thanks to presiding offi- 
ecrs, in relation to expenses, &c., &c. were adopted, 
and on Thursday night the convention adjourned sine 
die. 





and happy community. When such a man as the 
first is deliberately preferred to the latter, we may 


scheme of government which attributes to the se- 
lection by suffrage the certainty of an abler chief 
than he who succeeds to magistracy by the accident 
of birth. 

The history of this canvass has proved to us that, 
in an unhappy emergency, men of renown, of known 
service, of accumulated honors, and of long avowed 
political sentiments, must needs be thrust aside for 
one whose whole strength is found in his destitution 
of all these, and in the unexplored mediocrity of his 
fame and talents. In the antagonism between these 
two opponents the wiser and better has been over- 
thrown. What true lover of his country would not 
count ita greater honor to fall with Henry Clay 
than torise with such an adversary? To fall with 
all those who have striven to promote the great 
American aims emblazoned upon his banner, than 
rise with the shifting equivocations which on the op- 
ponent flag, have fluttered in the not less variable 
breeze to which it has been flung! Ashamed of its 
false pretences, its concealments and its disorders, 
loco focoism made no proclamation to the people of 
its designs. Its May convention practised the ruse 
of appointing a committee to prepare an address of 


out that document. 
hood to venture upon the ordeal of such a proclama- 
tion. The labors of the canvass were found to be 
more profitably directed to the coinage of local ten- 
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TO ROBERT G, CAMPBELL, ESQ., PRESIDENT OF THE 


YOUNG MEN'S HENRY CLAY ASSOCIATION OF THE CITY) proudly may we take its burden upon us, than suffer 


OF NEW YORK. 
Baltimore, Nov. 21, 1844. 
Dear Sir: I have received your note of the 30th 
ult. informing me that I had been unanimously 
elected an honorary member of the Young Men’s 


Clay Association of the city and county of New! 


York. J desire that you will express my thanks to 
the association fur this compliment, and assure them 
that I set the highest vaiue upon their esteem so kind- 
ly tendered to me by your letter. 

This manifestation of the good opinion of the 


yourg whigs of New York, is not the less grateful | 


for reaching me at a moment of most unexpected 
disappointment to that noble party of which it is our 
pride to be members. We may all gather consola- 


ets adapted to prevailing local opinions, and, still 
| more effectively, to the task of calumniating, py the 
| basest compost of falsehoods, the most illustrious man 
'of the republic. By such arts have we lost the day. 
| Glorious defeat, honorable disaster! How much more 


| the blight of victory which has won nothing but the 
i day! 

Happily, it is not often our lot to witness a_politi- 
cal contest which Jeaves behind it more than a re- 
membrance of its excitements. [1 is the misfortune 
of the late struggie, above all others that our country 
has ever engaged in, that the victory leaves no space 
for the conciliation of the good wiil of the vanquish- 


| administration which was opposed from a difference 
of opinion us to its value; if the ascendancy of one 
set of statesmen had been contested against the 
effort to elevate another set; if it had been, in any 
| point, a war of conflicting prin: ' 


exposition of principles, but November came with- | 
. ae: 
No committee had the hardi- | 


ed. If the strife iad been to establish a system of 


iples, the popular 


KENNSDY’S LETTER. 
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marched beneath it. 
tics of the contest through which we have just pass- 
ed, and in these signs our adversaries have conquer- 
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public odium as lords of the loom and the furnace; 
mechanics who yoted with the whigs were taunted as 
cease to boast of that distinctive excellence in our!/slaves to a master; whig Catholics who were too 
manly to surrender their opinions to vulgar clamor 
were scoffed as the allies and comrades of church 
burners. 
of industry, of thrift, of respectable aims, of honest 
and laudable ambition to enrich and aggrandize the 
country, refused to bow to the great idol of this mo- 
dern new light which calls itself the progressive de- 
mocracy, they have been proscribed and denounced 
as almost guilty of incivism— enemies of the public 
weal. 
ant scheme of social mastership, has been hung out, 
during the whole canvass, from the head quarters of 
the democracy in this city, and it has been borne in 
procession through our streets to symbolize the opin- 


Whenever men of substance, of enterprise, 


The bonnet rouge, fit emblem of this intoler- 


ions of the thousands of American citizens who 
These are some characteris- 


ed—have won the triumph in which they now exult 
as so auspicious to the happiness of the American 
people! 

Still the whigs are not subdued. The best and 
purest and most patriotic party that ever blessed a 
nation remains in all its integrity—remains as firm, 
as gallant, as true, and [ may say as hopeful as when 
it first entered the field. The victor has nothing to 


boast of. An accident has given him N. York. N. York 


judgment might and would have challenged defe- | 


has given him the day. [venin the minority in that 
state, he owes his success to the fatuity of a political 
sect who have been cajoled into a_ position which 
has deprived the whigs of the majority and given to 
their opponents a bare plurality. Almost every where 
else locv focoism has been run to the top of its speed 
—-beaten even in the land of the Hermitage. Our 
defeat is not overwhelming. The president elect 
and his friends have but a feeble guaranty of popu- 
lar support, even if the hypocrisy and dissimulation 
of the canvass have not already prepared for them a 
Pandora’s Box of deadly distemper. 

‘The whigs are not subdued. We have been de- 
feated—not fairly, but by political legerdemain, 
by slight of oath and juggling disguises—we have 
been Plaquemined out of our election. We are 
not vanquished, therefore,—but ready for more 
work... 

I say to the whizs—raise again your flag. 
firm in your present array. Go not apart into any 
other combinations, but stand your ground as whigs. 
The recent election has forced upon our adoptioa 
one addition to our old formula of principles—a 


Stand 


tion in this disaster, from the generous alacrity wich | rence and respect, and all asperity would haye sub- great aiid momentous abuse calls for the aid of the 
which every true whig in the land renews his vow’ sided with the subsiding ardor of contention. But, whigs to the reinforcement of the purity of the bel- 
of devotion to his country in this her moment of this has not been the character of the fight. Our , lot box. It is fundamental in this governinent that 
peril; We have lost our battle, it is true. Our pre-| opponents have found motive to exasperate the pub- | the true people of America shall speak truly in their 
sent hopes have been crushed in a great national! lic mind against the whigs by sharper deyices than | elections; that their voice shall not be suppressed 
calamity; but the spirit of the whigs has not been| arguments. They have assailed, as! have said, with by fraud or violence; and that neither shall it be 
crushed;—and we look steadfastly forward to the) unparal!eled malignity, the honor and virtue of that | outweighed by voices un—~American—I mean by that 
dawning of a brighter day when the still persevering, great name whom we had chosen to represent our, no man shall vote in our elections who has nota 
energy of our friends may retrieve the shattered for- | cause; they have made it their chief labor to convert | heart to feel with American people, and a mind so 
tunes of the republic. The whole land, not the that name into the foulest reproach which can be. acclimated as to understand, at least, the difference 
whig party alone, is likely to suffer under the scourge ; heaped upon the mest infamous; they have essayed | between American and foreign interests. ‘To com- 
of the recent election. The tribe of demagogues' to strike down that precious fame which, earned pass this great end, we must have a modification of 
may rejoice; a few political leaders may rejoice;! in a long life of devotion to his country, has become \the laws of naturalization—such modifieation as 
some chosen seekers of office, out of the thousands! rather the property of the nation than of its per- | shall lengthen the term of probation, exact greater 
who hunger and thirst for government emoluments, | scral subject. This insult we resent and must ever|care in the introduction to citizenship, and strength- 
may rejoice; the tens of thousands who have been) resent. }en the securities against fraud. We say with all our 
duped may rejoice, perhaps, for a little while; but} Itisarare compliment to the virtue of Henry | heart—al! hospitality to the stranger, full privilege 
the great body of the American people, even those Clay that they who are so expert in the use of the! of holding land, full protection to property, full en- 
Who have won, as well as those who have lost the weapens of slander should find it necessary to supply |! couragement to his labor, but no privilege to interfere 
victory, will mourn over a triumph that it willeven-! their magazine with so much freshly distilled venom, lin the government or legislation of the nation until 
tually be found, has struck down the integrity and. and to tax their skill to such unusual efforts; as they | he has lived long enough in the country to understand 
the prosperity of the nation. It will turn out to be have employed in this contest. In less degree, the | its interests, to resist the cajolery of demagogues 
a triumph only gained by the temporary alliance of whole whig party have been made the object of simi- | who would make him, through his ignorance, the 
discordant factions who can come to no reckoning with | lar assaults. ‘They, too, have been thickly assailed | instrument of the basest designs; and until he bas 
each other of the true tssues for which they strove, | with slanders as poignant “as the arrow that flieth | sufficiently identified himself with our people to feel 
Without a mutual scorn for the dissimulation by which; by day,” and as insidious ‘as the pestilence that! that their welfare is more important to him than the 
each has deceived the other. walketh in darkness.” Open war has been waged | welfare of all others. Our laws, at present, do not 
In the midst of this general sorrow which pervades, against every substantial interest in the nation with | give us these securities; and we may presume that 
the ranks of the whigs, we are not without topics of | which the whigs could in any manner be connected. | there is not an intelligent, honest hearted natural- 
Joy and congratulation. We have a joyful pride in| Poverty, one would inferefrom the many resolutions | ized citizen in this Union who does not feel and ac- 
the consciousness that the great mass of the worthy,| of this party, to be the only democratic test of re- | knowledge the necessity of this reform. In accom- 
patriotic and the intelligent of the Jand are united,! publicanism; the moment the poor man becomes | plishing th‘s great purpose, it will be the resolve of 
strong and true to our cause,—the more united, | prosperous by industry, he would seem, in their phi-| the whig party to stand by the cause of religious to- 
stronger and trucr in this its adversity, because they losophy, to be converted into an enemy to the state. | leration, ever spurning the base attempt which has 
feel that now it invokes a stil! more earnest proof of , Successful thrift was a civie crime; capital was the; been made, and will not cease to be made again, to 
their attachment to the country. Never has there! badge of aristocracy; the patriotism that would cher- | connect the whig cause with the odium of religious 
been a more visible demonstration of the hazards to, ish the labor of the American artisan was stamped | persecution. 
Which popular represeniative government isexposed, with the obloquy of mere monopoly and extortion;| Fur these ends the whigs need no new organiza- 
than that exhibited in the elevation of James K.| devotion to the policy of Madison was the rankest | tion, nonew name. That which we bear has been 
Polk, with all the impediments of his undistinguished | extreme of ancient federalism—that term couprising | consecrated in many a battle field of freedom, and 
ustory, and of his equivocal principles, which no in the opinion of those who uttered it, the superla- | it will, I trust, long serve to rally the brave and 
Zeal of investigation has been successful to explore, | tive of deepest infamy; whig merchants, struggling | pure spirits who stand up for popular right and free 
Over Henry Clay, the most eminent of living states- | against the supremacy of trade, were denounced as!government im time tocome. Let us not assume 
men, the purest and brightest ornament of the na-| the agents of British corruption; those who invested | another. 
lion—that man who, of ali others, has most thorough-| money in bank stocks, if they did not favor the loco | What trials are before us no man can now foretell, 
'foco ticket, were derided as rag Barons and purse-|because no man can distinctly read the pledges of 


ly wentified his name with whatever, in the public 
a powerlul proud upstarts; Whig manufacturers were held up to‘ the party which has just been brought into power.— 
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Tf the Jate canvass, on the part of our adversaries, 
have not been a mere imposture—a piece of super 
subtle hypocrisy, a trick played off upon popular 
credulity, we must have immediate annexation of 
Texas and repeal of the tariff. How the nation will 
receive these exploits we may conjecture. Its pa- 
tience and its forbearance may be brought tu some 
severe temptations. If the successful party, how- 
ever—as there is good reason to suspect—have not 
the nerve to dare the fulfilment of these promises, 
what thunders of indignation, what threats of nul- 
Vification, what torrents of vituperation for faith be- 
trayed, may pot awaitthem from that fiery south 
whose lot it has always been to swell the triumphs 
of an uneongenial democracy, and to receive its pay 
only in Dead Sea Apples,disappointed hopes and que- 
rulous regrets! Unhappy may be the fate of the new 
president, standing thus between eagerly expecting 
factions and condemed to the impossible task of gra- 
tifying both. Loco focoism may thus, in its own dis- 
cord, meet its doom. It will turn and rend its keep- 
ers. The thousands of deluded, honest men whom 
it yet numbers in its ranks will fly from it, and sober 
opinion, once more rising to the judgment seat of the 
nation, will quell the phrenzied zeal of party and 
bring the people back into the path from which they 
have departed. All good men, in this contingency, 
will thank the whigs for having preserved a platform 
on which patriotism may rally its votaries to save the 
republic. 

{n view of all that is before us, therefore—in view 
of the worst—I say to the whigs every where, stand 
firm upon your present organization! Fight on! fight 
ever! until you have plucked up the drowned honor 
of the country by the locks. 

With sentiments of the highest respect for the as- 
sociation over which you preside, 1 am very truly 


yours, s icaae 
J. P. KENNEDY. 

Robert G. Campbell, esq., President of the Young 
Men’s Clay Association of the city of New York. 





GEN. JAMES HAMILTON'S LETTER. 


——$——— 











From the Nashville Union. 

We invite the special attention of our readers to 
the letter of Gen. James Hamilton, of Alabama, 
formerly governor of South Carolina, to the Central | 
State Committee of Tennessee. The latter 
written in reply to aninvitation given by the com- 
mitiee to General H.to attend the great Democra- 
tic Mass Meeting in this city on the 15th of August 
last; but was not received in time to be published 
with the regular report of the proceedings. This 
letter is worthy of serious consideration on several 
accounts. There is perhaps no man in the United 
States more intimately conversant with the Texas 
question in all its bearings than Gen. Hamilton, be- 
ing fully acquainted with the condition, prospects, 
interests and wishes of the people of Texas, as weil 
as with the immense value of the country, in all its | 
undeveloped resources, as an accession of territory, 
and as affording —when annexed to the U. States— 
our greatest security in the south against foreign 
eneinies in all time tocome. The general discusses 
the question of annexation ina manner becoming 
his distinguished reputation as a statesman. 

We desire his letter to be read also for the bold 
and manly manner in which he repels the false | 
charge of disunion made against the democracy of 
the south. No Tennesseean, we hope, can read the 
just and eloquent eulogy which Gen. Hamilton pro- 
nounces upon the venerable sage of the Hermitage 
without feeling a warn glow of pride and pleasure 
spring up in his bosom. On all these accounts, the | 
letter is highly interesting. As an elegant and elo 
quent composition, it imparts new interest, and sug- 
gests new views in relation to every topic discussed. 
No man—no man who loves his country and its in- 
stitutions—who loves the union and constitution as 
they are—can, we are fully persuaded, read it with- 
out receiving ample remuneration in both pleasure 
and profit for his pains. 


Was 





| 
| 
| 


Osiwwichee Bend, (Ala.) Sept. 10, 1844. 

Dear sin: I should be very insensible to the kind- 
ness which dictated the letter you addressed me on 
the 25th of July last, covering an invitation of the 
central committee to attend the mass meetiag of the 
democracy recently held at Nashville, if I did not | 
reply to a communicalion so eminently gratiiying. | 

Jt is only within the last few days that your favor | 
reached me. Ihave been absent from home for se- 
veral weeks. Even if it had been received in time, 
Iregret to say, that my engagements would have 
preciuded the possibility of my attendance. 

I need not remark how happy [ would have been | 
to have joined your deliberations, and to have unit 
ed my enthusiasmto that of the vast multitude of 
reemen who assembled on the occasion in question 
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to do homage to those principles on which the ex- 
istence of the union, and the liberty of the country 
so vitally depend. 

I must confess that another reason would have 
rendered my attendance consummately agreeable. 
It would have afforded me an opportunity to have 
paid my lastrespects to that venerable and distin- 
guished veteran at the Hermitage, from whom ] 
have been long separated by causes to which I think 
it now scarcely necessary for me to advert. To have 
assured him before he has passed from this to ano- 
ther, and I trust, a better world, that every feeling, 
every recollection of unkindness, in reference to 
his former relations with South Carolina and her 
public men, have been buried forever in the ocean. 
‘That we now only recollect the good which, in a 
long life he has done his country—the bright pillar 
of glory which he has erected on the banks of the 
Mississippi, with a prowess worthy of the first of 
the Caesars, and unsurpassed 1m the lustre of its re- 
nown. That even now, when on the brink of a 
grave, we find, by the authority of his opinions, he 
isagain defending the valley of that noble stream 
from influences far more dangerous than the war 
cloud and the thunder which, on the 8th of January, 
1815, he rolled back upon the proud invader in the 
majesty of his gallantry and skill. Yes, sir, this 
would have been a grateful office—worthy the mag- 
nanimity of that state to which he owes his birth, 
and which recognizes him as among the most dis- 
tinguished of her sons. In this mission, I would 
have been but her humble instrument, but sincere 
fervent and faithful, though humble; with a heart 
penetrated and softened, whilst elevated by the proud 
consciousness that [spoke for a people who know 
how to forget and forgive, as well as to honor and 
revere. 

You do not, my dear sir, exaggerate the import- 
ance of the present crisis. Nothing but its deep and 


A Sh 
must prevail.” Our name is ‘‘Legion.” If uniteg 
we are invincible. Why? Because our strength iS 
in our principles, and notin our adulation of oyr 
men. The latter are but the exponents of the for. 
mer. Weconnect no idolatry, no man-worship with 
their names. Worthy, able, intelligent and irre. 
proachable as they are, they are but the instruments 
of that augnst cause which has engraven on its 
escutcheon, justice to every portion of the union, 
Freedom through the instrumentality of equal Ns 
to all its citizens. 

Although I am now a resident of Alabama, I can 
speak for South Carolina, once amongst the most fa- 
vored, though the least worthy of her sons. She 
will strike valiently for Polk. To count her Vote, 
you need only look at her census. If she once pre- 
ferred to all living men her own illustrious states. 
man, wlth him she bows to the decision of the party 
with whom she is acting, and she will march with 
an unfaltering step under the western banner your 
mass convention has so manfully unfurled. 1 know 
that every artifice that malice and cunning can de. 
vise has been used to alienate the people from his 
support. One individual whom [ will not so far 
dishonor the public history of our country as to call 
a statesman, has said, in substance, that Mr. Polk js 
recommended to his favor by his having voted for 
the force bill, which, in the event of the rebellion 
of South Carolina, he would be bound to apply to 
her people. This left-handed manifesto of friend- 
ship for Mr. Polk is about a3 hollow as the taunt in 
which it 1s conveyed is unspeakably despicable. §, 
Carolina means no disunion. The charge, by whom- 
soever it be made, isa radical falsehood, which ean 
only be supported by every possible deviation from 
the truth. She means to elect Polk, if she can, and 
obtain, through its instrumentality, an essential 
change in the promised whig policy of the govern- 
ment—a redress of the evils of which she com- 





pervading interest has drawn me from a retirement 





sary, as well as desirable to me. 





I must confess, before Mr. Clay’s letter on the 
annexation of Texas made its appearance, I was 
willing, under a belief that he would stand resolute- 
ly by his own compromise of 1833, to see a general} 
pacification of parties, consummated, if possible, by 
his elevation to power, by the default if not assent of | 
the southern States. But that letter convinced me, | 
that he had determined to throw himself on the side 





| crificing his own section of the union, comparative- 


| cannot, ‘to take no counsels from despair. 


}t 


‘clean sweep of the present incumbents, 
' 


of the anti-slave-holding party of the country. 1) 
had hoped that he would, in the generosity of his 
nature, have found an ample motive to forbear sa- 





ly weak, to the stronger, more prosperous and mote | 
growing portions of the confederacy; on a measure’! 
too on which his opinions were but a tribute to the} 
rabid spirit of fanaticism, and a concession to the 
proud and arrogant pretensions of a foreign power. | 
It is in vain to conceal the fact, that he has taken | 
ground against the sonth and west, on a question in- | 
volving the highest interests of the whole union, and} 
that he is not of us but of them; for those who au-! 
thoritatively announce that there shall be no more slave 
states admilted into this wnion, and who are the most} 


)subtile, the most untiring and vindictive disunionists | 


in the whole country, because they strike at the} 
great principle of that compromise, out of which | 
the union sprung, Without which it would never | 
have been formed and cannot now exist for a sin- 
gle hour, 

The progress of events has served but to strength- 





}en this conviction, whilst the course which his party | 
have universally taken to discredit the authority of | 


; > Pains } 
his own compromise of the tariff in 1833, seems to 


commerce of the north, sacrificed to the cupidity of 
a comparatively small number of manufacturers. 
These are significant portents, and we shall wantin 
courage and intelligence of freemenif we are not 
prepared to-meetthem. 

‘The first blow, therefore; we have to strike, is to 
elect Messrs. Polk and Dallas, if we can, and if we 
Itis true, 
that we have mighty combinations against us. Those 
who desire to riot in the wealth of a bloated mono- 
poly—who, in the spouls of the public lands, look for 
the repair of the huge insolyent speculations of 
bankrupt states and territories, and who likewise 
look, in the election of Mr. Clay, for the means and 
‘appliances to boot’ to justily a tariff perpetual in 
its duration and infamously enormous in its burdens, 
and lastly, of those who expect to seize upon the 
sntire patronage of the government, by making a 
from the 
meanest turnspit in the treasury to the highest places 
earest the throne. Bat our cause “is mighty and 





plains, and a reversal of the unjust and unconstitu- 


which the state of my private affairs renders neces— | tional mandate that no more slave stales are to be admit- 
| ted into this union, by a prompt, plenary and unre- 
| stricted annexation of ‘Texas. 


if this foils, she will 
appeal to her confederates, and, my life upon it, on- 
ly recur, in the last resort, to her sovereignty, under 
the sanction of the public opinion of those whose 
interests are identical with her own, and under cir- 
cumstances which so far from dissolving the anion, 
will add fresh securities to its preservation, by 
bringing the government back to the good faith and 
authentic text of the constitution. 


I know the prejudice which accompanies the ex- 
pression of my opinions in relation to the question 
of the annexation of Texas, on account of imputed 
pecuniary interests in that country, which for the 
purposes of party, have been most extravagantly 
exaggerated. If they were twenty fold larger than 
they really are, they would be buta feather in the 
balance in comparison with the still higher interests 
I have asa southern man and a citizen of the United 
States in this inestimable acquisition—an acquisition 
which is to remove the torch of the incendiary and 
the fanatic from the valley of the Mississippi, main- 
tain the equilibrium of power between the states, 
and thus afford another guarantee for the perpetuity 
of the union. 

I write this letter my dear sir, [beg you to un- 
derstand, under great peri}. A highly excited but 
good hearted whig, who edits, with commendable 
ability, a respectable print in Charleston, (to whom I 
have much pleasure in acknowledging, during my 
public career, many kind words and much friendly 
support) has actually issued his veto against my 
writing any more letters in the papers, although he 
has decreed for me a sort of epistolatory apotheosis. 


| be designed artfully to prepare a platform on which} That my letters on annexation and the tariff, and 
[he is to stand, if elected, where the good faith of | 
[that compromise may be trampled under foot, and) 
ithe whole agriculture of the south and west, and the | 


Polk and Dallas, are not quite as agreeable to him as 
the love epistles he way have received before he 
placed himself in a state of double blessedness, 
when these tormenting missives are very apt to 
cease, I can readily conceive. 1 think it; however, 
hard thatI should be visited with the sin of their 
publication, when my correspondents must shoulder 
this responsibility. Yet even from this | am not in- 
clined to shrink. Andin spite of the edict of my 
testy friend and the pungenucy of his satire, I shail 
continue to write and speuk, and speak and write, 
where I think, as the gentleman of the fancy say, | 
can putin with the most effect. Yea! to the very 
end of the war, and | trust, if need be, “die game” 
at Jast. 

I beg you to present my grateful acknowledge- 
ments to your associates of the central commiltiec 
for the distinguished honor of their invitation, the 
compliment of which your letter has so greatly en- 
hanced. 

I beg you to be assured, my dear sir, of the es- 
teem with which ] am, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, J. HAMILTON. 

J.J. B. Sourmanr, Esq. 
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Bscntatives Informing the senate that the joint resolu- 

















ee ae re 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND Vice Presipent.— present; among them were several new members, 


or the purpose, were required, | Who were elected to supply vacancies that occurred 
The oleae’ — p wheat i. the capitols of the | at last session, viz: Benjamin White, of Maine, Levi 
: 


active states on Wednesday last, to perform the | D. Carpenter, of New York; George Fuller, of Pen.; 
res 





; . . Edward S. Hamlin, and Alfred P. Stone, of Ohio; 
f their appointment, which was no doubt ful ’ ! - , meee 
ret Those ut the state of Maryland, attended at pes L. Young, of Alabama; J. E. Morse, of Loui- 


Annapolis, and cast their votes for Henry Clay and 
jheodore Frelinghuysen. | Those of the state of 
Pennsylvania, metat Harrisburg, and cast their votes 
cop games Ki. Polk and George M. Dallas. 


Mr. C. Johnson, and Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, were ap- 
pointed a committee to join with a committee from 
the senate to wait upon the president, &c. 

Mr. Holmes, moved a resojution appointing two 
ee | chaplains, one by each house, and of different reli 
TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGERSS, gious denominations. 
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SR er eRe repr Oe ae et ee 


a a a 


Saunders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Robert Smith 
Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles. J. W. Stone, A. P. Stone 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, We ler 
Woodward, Yancy—80. 

The following table shows the relative vote of cach 
state on the resolution: 





SECOND SESSION. Mr. Pettit, offered an amendment providing that 
the chaplains shold look to the individual members 
at 2 of the two houses for compensation, and that the U. 
SENATE OF THE U. 5. | States should not be liable for their salaries. Mr. 


December 2. The senate was calied to order at | P. sustained his amendment by remarks in support 











twenty five minutes past twelve, 27 senators being ‘thereof and deprecating all or any approximation to | 


present, and a message being received from the alliance of church and state. 
house, a committee Was appointed on motion of Mr. | Mr. Peltit’s amendment was negatived by yeas 20, 
Woodbury, to wait upon the president, and inform | Days 151, and Mr. Holmes’s resolution was then agreed 
nim that the two houses were prepared for the trans- | to. 

action of business. Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Johison | Mr. J. Q. 4lams, gave notice of his intention to 
were appointed as a commitiee, and the senate ad- , move to-morrow to rescind the 25th rule. 


journed. | Mr. Duncan, gave notice fora bill for extending | 


U.S. jurisdiction over Oregon, also fora bill for 
nolding presidential elections on one and the samc 
day throughout the United States. 

*Mr. Davis,of Ky., submitted a resolution, ‘That 
the secretary of the treasury be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and directed topay over to the treasurer or 
other proper authority of the several states of the 
United States, the sum of $9,367,214 99, the fourth 
instalment of the money in the treasury directed to 
be deposited with the several! states by the act enti- 
tled ‘tan act to regulate the deposites of the public 
/money,” approved June 23,1836; the distribution 
hereby directed to be made quarterly, in equal in- 
stalments, according to the provisions of the act 
aforesaid. Adjourned. 

Tuespay, Dec. 3. 4bolilion Peiitions. Mr. J. @. 
Adams, in pursuance of the notice he gave yesterday, 
moved the following resolution: 


Decemzer 3. ‘Thirty-one senators present. At, 
12 M. the President’s message wag received, and | 
three thousand copies in addition to the usual num- | 
her were, on motion of Mr. Evans, ordered to be 
printed. 

December 4. Mr. FHeaderson, of Mississippi, and 
Mr. Miller, of New Jersey, appeared in their seats 
to-day. 

The Hon. Chester Ashley, a senator elect from the’ 
state of Arkansas, to fill the vacancy occasioned by | 
the death of the late Mr. Fulton, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

A message was received from the house of repre. | 


tion to elect two chaplains was concurred in. 

Mr. Benton, moved to rescind the thirty-fourth rule | 
of the senate, so as to allow the presiding officer of ; 
tlie senate to appoint the standing committees; which 
Pwas acreed to. 


Resolved, That tha 25th standing rule for conducting 
’ toe) " = 


ere 5 cee oh te it shi ! SSE OY WATE bs " 
. “7 . puSsINess 1N this house, in the leiiowing words, No peti- 
( im tior { y i) nol the sen: } ‘4G - . . = ' 

| 0 notion © Mr. Huntington, he sen ite then went | (ion, memorial, resolution or other paper, praying the ab- 
into an election for chaplain, by ballot, and the bal- | 


ic hein: rnftecl thera rarp wer , corp , ’ : Lf . + 7] 
lots being counted there were twenty-seven, of which s‘ate or Territory, or the slave trade between the states or 


number the Rev. Mr. Tuston having received twenty- , territories of the United Statesin which it now exists | 


Biive, was declared duly elected. shall be received by this house, or entertained in any 
A message was received from the President of; way whatever.” Le and the same is hereby rescinded. 
the United States, communicating a copy of the ac- | Mr. Thompson, moved to !ay the resolution on the 

counts of the treasurer of the United States for the table. 
plast two quarters of the present year. 


Mr. Benton, submitted the following resolution: | Steed, yeas 8], nays 104. So it was not laid on the 


a) 7 ryt ° ed ° table. 
Resolved, “Vhat the President of the United States ba 
, licks thi . ; ak tis seats wWidiCS Ux mt : ° - , ¢ j + , co- 
requested to communicate to the senate a copy of the Phe question was thentaken on adopting the reso 


i ; : , . _u ° " . a1. e. wey A ° 
proceedings in the case of the inquiry into the official lutioa as offerred by Mr. dams, and decided in the 


45 . . Ans uic 2 
feonduet of Silas Reed, Esq., principal surveyor of Mis- affirmative, ayes 108, nays 90. 
Fuurt and [}linois,so as to have a full view of all the | 
e lainte jscratiet bir anc ’ ] 4, sWhrta? an eleer re 4 ; 4 
agai t him, . 1 of all the evide ae taken In analysis of the vote, which willdoubtless be of gencral 
ction ther.to, and the C110 the pres.dent there: | ; : ; mn i ips 
“ ERS the deciston of the pres.dent there: | interest. (Whigs in italics. ) 
aie i ‘ 
The senate adj jurned. Yeas—Messrs. Abbolt, idams, Anderson, Baker, 
| Barnard, Benton, James Black, Brickerhoff, Brod- 
head, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Carpenter, Jere- 
miah EK. Cary, Catlin, Clingman, Clinton, Collamer, 


DeceMBeR Oo. Messrs. &rcher, of Virginia, Walk- 
a 


er, of Mississippi, and Hannegan, of lodiana, ap- 
peared in their seats to-day. 

Mr. Woodbury, of New Hampshire, presented a 
elution from Nea Haninshire, askipe a change in .® “ Be 3p re 
os pension Ia . PSP, assins a Change IM) pence, Foot, Fuller, Giddings, Byram Green, Grin- 
oY Pest aws. ! : 

Nin , ‘ > 
Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, gave notice of his in- 
tention to introduce a bil! for the relief of the heirs 
‘ Robert Fulton. Also one fer the relief of the 
leirs of Mark Simpson. 
MT 


Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, 


Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kenne. 


five, Thr lianas . > x Pk. t . | ’ . “ . ’ 2 
piven, introduced a bill for changing the time of | Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Worse, 


hulding the U. S. courts in Kentucky, which was! Mosley, Nes, Oven, Parmenter, Pettit, Pattison, Phe- 


_ twice and made the order of the day for Mon-| nix, Pollock, E. R. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ram 
ay ne St. i sey, Rathbun, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, St. 
Mr. White, of Indiana, on leave, introduced a bill John, Sauple, Schenk, Severance, Thomas H_ Sey- 


for extending the Cumberland road; also, a bill for a| mour, David L. Seymour, ibert Smith, J. T. Smith, | 


Brant ef dauds in behalf of the Wabash and Erie |'T. Smith, C. B. Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John 

aural, Stewart, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wethered, 
Mr. Evans, of Maine, introduced a joint resolution | Wheaton, John While, Benjamin White, Williams, 

for the relief of David Shaw and others. Winthrop, Willian Wright, Joseph A. Wright, 

_ Mr. Woodbridge, of Michigan, gave notice of his | Yost—108. 

intention to introduce a bill for the improvement of| Nays.—Messrs. Arrington, she, Atkinson, Baily, 

€ navigation of Lakes Erie and Huron. 


eal Benton’s resolution of enquiry in relation to| Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Milon Brown, Wiliiam J. 


adopted, 
ad 


(then adjourned. 


vlition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or any | 


The yeas and nays on Mr. T’s. motion bing taken, | 


Cranston, Dana, Darragh, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, | 
‘ir., Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Farlee, Fish, F'lo- | 


‘nell, Hale, Hannibal, Hamlin, Edward S. Hamlin, | 
Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, J. &. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, | 


fg dy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, Mc-| 
ut. Crittenden, in pursuance of notice previously |Caslen, McClelland McDowell, McIlvaine, Marsh, | 





YEAs. Nays. 
Dem. Whig. Dem. Whig: 

Maine, 4 Q 0 0 

New Hamshire 1 Q 3 0 

Massacusetts 2 8 Q Q 

Connecticut 3 0 Q 0 
Vermont ! 3 0 () 

| Rhode Island 0 2 0 rf) 
| New York 19 7 2 0 
New Jersey 3 1 Q 0 

Pennsylvania 6 13 2 0 

Delaware 0 Q 0 i 

Maryland 0 3 0 l 

Virginia 0 0 9 3 

North Carolina 96 1 5 2 

South Carolina 0 Q 6 (} 

Georgia 0) 0 5 1 

| Alabama Q 0 3 1 
Mississippi 0) 0 1 0 
| Louisiana 0 0 4 a 
' Arkansas Q 0 0 0 
| Missouri 0 0 4 0 
{llinois ] 1 4 0 

| Indiana 6 2 9 0 
Ohio 7 3 0 
| Kentucky Q 1 5 : 
| Tennessee 0 0) 5 3 
| Michigan 3 0 0 0 
56 52 G5 15 


The president’s annual message was then receiy- 
ed,and read,and 10,000 copies in addition to the 
usual number were ordered to be printed. Mr 
Wentworth moved for 2,000 copies to be printed in 
the German language. Mr. Hale moved to amend 
by printing 2,000 for every other language used in 
the union. Mr. McConnell moved to have 2,000 
copies also plinted in the original African or Congo 
dialect which was extensively used in his state, 
| Alabama. Mr. MeConnell’s amendment was ruled 
out of order, Mr. [7ale’s amendment was attached 
to Mr. Wentworth’s, and Mr. Wentworth’s motion as 
| thus amended was then rejected. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to refer the consideration of 
the president’s message to the committee of the 
| whole house. 
| Mr. Parmenter preferred the mode adonted fi = 
: . P sr se 
| veral years past of at once referring it to the res- 

pective committees. 
| Mr. Dromgoole’s motion was adopted. 
| The resolution was laid on the table by 105 yeas 
| to 68 nays, and the house adjourned. 
| Wepwespay, Dec. 4th.—Several additional mem- 
| bers appeared in their seats. Notices of motions for 


The Washington Constitution gives the following Jeave to introduce bills were given, 


| By Mr. Pratt: A resolution to authorise the Seere- 
tary of War to loan tents and marquees to the State 
Ag@ cultural Societies, and that they be liable for any 
damages thereto. 

By Mr. MCielland: A bill relative to the office of 
Surveyor General of the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan. 

By Mr. Burt: A bill to repeal the duty on cotton 
bagging and gunny cloth. 

By Mr. James 2. Black, of South Carolina: A bill 
to regulate the pay of the army, and for other pur- 


poses. 


tw 


road iron. 

By Mr. Dana: A Fill to abolish the franking pri- 
| vilege, and reduce the rates of postage. 
| By Mr. Owen: A bill granting certain lands for the 
|completion of the extension of Wabash and Eric 
| Canal. 
| ‘These notices of bills were sent to the Chair, but 
were not read by the Clerk, in consequence of which 
few members understood what they were; an incon- 
| venience oftem complained of. In view of which— 

Mr. fdas gave notice that he should hereafter re. 
quire that all notices be reduced to writing, and be 
read by the Clerk. 

District Banks.—Mr. Burke, of N. H. offered a 


| By Mr. Phenix: A bill to repeal the duty on rail- 
| 
| 


Barringer, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, J. A. Biack, | resolution, which not being objected to, was adopted, 


calling for information as to the fact whether the 


Reed’s removal, submitted yesterday, was | Brown, Burke, Bart, Caldwell, Causin, Rueben Chap-| Banks in the District of Columbia had exercised 
On man, A. A. Chapman, Chilion, Cobb, Daniel, pinche g) Banking powers duiing the recess of Congress. 

“0 motion, it was agreed that when the senate | Davis, J. W. Davis, Dawson, Dederry, Dromgoole, 

Journs at should do 80 to meet again on Monday.| Dellet, Ficklin, French, Goggin, Grider, Haralson, | following bill, which, after discussion, was referred 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, | to the committee of the Whole House. 





Election of President.—Mr. Duncan, introduced the 


“* Be ut enacted, &§c., That from and after the pas- 


drew Johnson, Jones, Preston King, Labranche, Lu-| sage of this act all regular stated elections for the 


Pe <n Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, An- 
. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
¥ onDAa¥, Dec. 2. J. W. Jones, speaker of the |cas, Lumkin, McClernand, McConnell, McKay, Ma-| choice of Electors of President and Vice President of 
se, 





having ordered the roll to be called over, 183 |thews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris,| the United Siates shall be held on the same day, and 





pMUbers (of the total number 223) were found to ba | Payne, Peyton, Reid, Reding, Relle, Rhett, Rodney, | on one single day, in all the States of the Union, 
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Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That the next 
regular stated election for the choice of Electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States 
shall be held in each State on the first Tuesday in 
the month of November, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-eight; and on the 
the first Tuesday in the month of November in every 
fourth year thereafter, a regular stated election shall 
be held in each State for the choice of Electors of 
President and Vice President forthe next regular 
Presidential election under the Constitution of the 
United States; and in case any special election for 
the choice of a President and Vice President by the 
people shall, according to the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, intervene between the regular stated pe- 
riods for the election of those officers, every such | 
special election shall be held in each State on the 
first Tuesday in the month of November of the year. 
in which such special election of President and Vice 
President is to be made.” | 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted That the places. 
and manner of holding the elections, as mentioned in| 
the two preceding sections of this act, in the seve- 
ral states of the union, together with the notifica-| 
tions that the same are to be held, and the returns of } 
the votes taken at the same, shall be specified, regu- | 
lated, and governed by the laws of the respective 
states in force atthe time of the holding of each’ 
such election. And all laws and parts of laws 
heretafore passed by congress inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act shall be and the same are here- 
by repealed. 

Mr. Elmer, did not think that this bill as requiring 
the electors to be chosen in all the states by popular 
volte would be found to be constitutional. It isa 
bill very different from the one passed at the last 
session. 

Chaplain. Mr. Holmes, of S.C. moved that the 
house proceed tothe electionof a chaplain. The 
motion prevailed and the following was the result of 
the first ballot. Whole number of votes 182; ne- 
cessary to achoice 92; Mr. Dailey, Methodist, 41. 
Mr. Tinsley, Baptist, 21. Mr. Muller, Lutheran, 16. 
Mr. Hale, Unitarian, 14. Mr. Fisher, Baptist, 28. 
Mr. Allen, Episcopalian, 20. Mr. Miller, Congre- 
gational, 21. 

There being no choice, the members were direct: 
ed to prepare fora second ballot, which was done 
with the following result: Whole number of votes 
172; necessary to choice 87. Mr. Dailey had 61, 
which was the highest numberof votes, and there 
being no choice, the house proceeded to a third bal- 
lot, which resulted in the choice of Mr. Dailey. 
Whole number of votes 166; necessary toa choice, 
84. Rev. Wm. Dailey, (Methodist) received 104 
and was declared by the speaker to have been duly 
elected chaplain. ‘The house then adjourned. 

Tuurstay, Dec. 5. A number of members gave; 
notice of their intention to bring in certain bills at 
an early day. 

On motion of Mr. Barringer, of N. Carolina, a 
resolution was adopted requiring the secretary of 
the {treasury to communicate certain information in 
relation to re-building the branch mint at Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 

A resolution was adopted directing that the peti- 
tions and papers not acted on at the last session 
should be referred to the same committees as before. 


Mr. Steenrod, of Va., offered a resolution for print- 
ing 10,000 extra copies of the report of the select 
committee on the rebellion case (Dorr) in Rhode Is- 
Jand. 

Mr. Causin, of Md., objected to the resolution — 
Mr. S. then moved for the suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to offer it. The yeas and nays were 
ordered on Mr. S’s motion to suspend the rules, and 
it was lost—two thirds not voting for it—yeas 92, | 
nays 70. 

Mr. Barnard, of N. York, gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, ask leave for introducing a bill for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Hudson 
river. 

On motion of Mr. Dromgoole, of Va., the house | 
determined that when it adjourned to-day, it would | 
adjourn to Monday next. ‘The house then adjoura— 
ed. 


ea 











PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 








To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States. 
We have continued cause for expressing our grati- | 
tude to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for the. 
benefits and blessings which our country, under his 
kind Providence, has enjoyed during the past year.-— 
Notwithstanding the exciting scenes through which | 
we have passed, nothing has occurred to disturb the | 
general peace, or to derange the harmony of our)! 
political system. The great moral spectacle has}! 





/crowned with complete success. 
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been exhibited of a nation approximating in number 
to 20,000,000 of people, having performed the high 
and important function of electing their Chief Magis- 
trate for the term of four years, without the com- 
mission of any acts of violence, or the manifestation 
of a spirit of insubordination to the laws. ‘The great 
and inestimable right of suffrage, has been exercised 
by all who were invested with it, under the laws of 
the different States, in a spirit dictated alone by a 
desire in the selection of the agent, to advance the 
interests of the country, and to place beyond jeo- 
pardy the institutions under which it is our happiness 
to live. That the deepest interest has been mani- 
fested by all our countrymen in the result of the 
election, is not less true, than highly creditable to 
them. Vast multitudes have assembled, from time 
to time, at various places, for the purpose of can- 
vassing the merits and pretensions of those who were 
presented for their suflrages; but no armed soldiery 
has been necessary to restrain, within proper limits, 
the popular zeal, or to prevent violent outbreaks. A 
principle much more controlling was found in the 
love of order and obedience to the laws, which, with 
mere individual exceptions, every where possesses 
the American mind, and controls with an influence 
far more powerfn! than hosts of armed men. We 
cannct dwell upon this picture without recognising 


now distant and uninhabited regions. In view Of the 
vast wilderness yet to be reclaimed, we may wel] 4 
vite the lover of freedom of every land, to take y, 
his abode among us, and assist us in the great work 
of advancing the standard of civilization, and givine 
a wider spread to the arts and refinements of cyj,? 
vated life. Our prayers should evermore be offereg 
up to the Father of the Universe for his wisdom {, 
direct us in the path of our duty, so as to enable sj, 
consummate these high purposes. 

One of the strongest objections which has bee, 
urged against Confederacies, by writers on Gover, 
ment, is, the liability of the members to be tampered 
with by foreign Governments, or the People of foreign 
States, either in their local affairs, or in such as gf. 
fected the peace of others, or endangered the safety 
of the whole confederacy. We cannot hope to hy 
entirely exempt from such attempts on our peace an¢ 
safety. The United States are becoming too impor. 
tant in population and resources not to attract the ob. 
servation of other nations. It, therefore, may, in the 
progress of time, occur that opinions entirely abstrac 
in the States in which they may prevail, and in yo 
degree affecting their domestic institutions, may be 
artfully, but secretly encouraged with a view to up. 
dermine the Union. Such opinions may become the 
foundation of political parties, until at last, the cop. 


—, 





in it that deep and devoted attachment on the part 2 | flict of opinion, producing an alienation of friendly 


the People, to the institutions under which we live, 
which proclaims their perpetuity. The great objec- 
tion which has always prevailed against the election, 
by the People, of their Chief Executive officer, has 
been the apprehension of tumults and disorders, 
which might involve in ruin the entire Government. 
A security against this, is found not only in the fact 
before alluded to, but in the additional fact that we 


live under a Confederacy embracing already twenty- | perity of States. 
six states; noone of which has power to control the | 
The popular vote in each State is taken | be ready to repel all such attempts, should they ever 


election. 


feeling among the People of the different States, may 
involve in one general destruction the happy instity. 
| tions under which we Jive. It should ever be borne 
‘in mind, that what is true in regard to individuals, ig 
equally so in regard to States. An interference of 
one in the affairs of anotaer, is the fruitful source of 
\family dissensions and neighborhood disputes ; and 
the same cause affects the peace, happiness, and pros- 
It may be most devoutly hoped 
| that the good sense of the American People will ever 


at the time appointed by the laws, and such vote is | be made. 


announced by the Electoral College, without refer- | 


ence to the decision of the other States. The right| 
of suffrage, and the mode of conducting the election 
ig regulated by the laws of each State , and the elec- | 
tion is distinctly Federative in all its prominent fea- | 
tures. Thus it is that, unlike what might be the results 
under a consolidated system, riotous proceedings, 
should they prevail, could only affect the elections in 
single States, without disturbing, to any dangerous | 
extent, the tranquility of others. ‘The great experi- | 


There has been no material change in our foreign 
relations since my last Aunual Message to Congress, 
With all the Powers of Europe we continue on tie 
most friendiy terms. Indeed it affords me much 
satisfaction to state, that at no former period has the 
peace of that enlightened and important quarter of 
the globe ever been, apparently, more firmly estab- 
lished. The conviction that peace is the true policy 
of nations, would seem to be growing and becoming 
deeper amongst the enlightened every where ; and 


ment of a political confederacy—each member of;there is no people who have a stronger interest in 


which is supreme—as to all matters appertaining to | 


cherishing the sentiments, and adopting the means of 


its local interests, and its internal peace and kappi- | preserving and giving it permanence, than those ol 


ness,—while by a voluntary compact with others, it |'the United States. 


confides to the united power of all, the protection of | 
its citizens, in matters not domestic—has been so far 
The world has. 
witnessed its rapid growth in wealth and population | 
and, under the guide and direction of a superintend- | 
ing Providence, the developments of the past may be | 
regarded but as the shadoWing forth of the mighty | 
future. In the bright prospects of that future, we | 
shall find, as patriots and philanthropists, the highest | 
inducements to cultivate and cherish alove of union, ' 
and to frown down every measure or effort which | 
may be made to alienate the States, or the People of | 


Amongst these, the first and most 
effective are, no doubt, the strict observance of jus 
tice, and the honest and punctual fulfilment of all 
engagements. But it is not to be forgotien that, in 
the present state ef the world, it is no less necessary 
to be ready to enforce their observance and fulfil. 
ment, in reference to ourselves, than to observe aud 
fulfil them, on our part, in regard to othets. 

Since the close of your last session, a negotiation 
has been formally entered upon between the Secre- 
tary of State and Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary residing at 
Washington, relative to the rights of their respective 


‘ ie ; : ; > aly ) 2 H - a ; dy 

the States, in sentiment and feeling, from each other. | nations in and over the Oregon territory. ‘That ne 
A rigid and close pg nate to the terms of our po-|potiation is still pending. Should it, during yout 
litical compact, and above all, a sacred observance of | gecsion be brought to a definitive conclusion, the re 


the guaranties of the Constitution, will preserve 
union ona foundation which cannot be shaken; while 
personal liberty is placed beyond hazard or jeopardy. 
‘The guarantee of religious freedom, of the freedom 


‘of the press, of the liberty of speech, of the trial by 


jury, of the habeas corpus, and of the domestic insti- 
tutions of each of the States—leaving the private 


citizen in the full exercise of the high and ennobling 


attributes of his nature, and to each State the privil- 
ege which can only be judiciously exerted by itself, 
of consulting the means best calculated to advance its 
own happiness; these are the great and important 
guarantees of the Constitution, whigh the lovers of 
liberty must cherish and the advocates of union must 
ever cultivate. Preserving these, and avoiding all 
interpolations by forced construction, under the guise 
of an imagined expediency, upon the Constitution, 
the influence of our political system is destined to be 
as actively and as beneficially felt on the distant 
shores of the Pacfic, as it is now on those of the 
Atlantic Oeean. The only formidable impediments 
in the way of its successful expansion (time and 
space) are so far in the progress of modification, by 
the improvements of the age, as to render no longer 
speculative the ability of Representutives from that 


remote region to come up to the Capitol, so that their 


constituents shall participate in all the benefits of 
ederal legisiation. ‘Thus it is, that ia the progress 
of time, the inestimable principles of civil liberty 
will be enjoyed by millions yet unborn, and the great 
benefits of our system of Government be extended to 





, . 
;sult will be promptly communicated to Congress. 


| would, however, again call your attention to the 
recommendations contained in previous messages, le 
\signed to protect and facilitate emigration to thet 
| Territory. The establishment of military posts ®! 
Suitable points upon the extended line of Jand travel, 
would enab!e our citizens to migrate in comparalivé 
safety to the fertile regions below the falls of the 
(Columbia, and make the provision of the exisiug 
(convention for the joint occupation of the ‘Terriloly 
/by subjects of Great Britain, and the citizens of te 
United States, more available than heretofore to the 
latter. These posts would continue places of res! 


securely against the dangers of attack from the I 
dians, and be enabled to recover from the exhaustio! 
of a long line of travel. Legislative enactmenls 
should also be made which should spread over hit 
the wzgis of our laws, so as to afford protection to}! 
person and property when he shall have reached hs 
distant home. In this latter respect, the British Go 
vernment has beenmuch more careful of the interes 
of such of her people as are to be found in thi! 
country, than the United States. She has maden 
cessary provision for their security and protectio® 
against the acts of ihe viciously disposed and law/ess 
and her emigrant reposes in safety under the panop)} 
of her laws. Whatever may be the result of the 
pending negotiation, such measures are necessary 
[t will afford me ‘the greatest pleasure to witness 
happy and favorable termination to the existing »° 



































































































for the weary emigrant, where he would be sheltered, 
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+ion. upon terms compatible with the public 
aoe the best efforts of the Government will 
nha to be directed to this end. 
we would have given me the hightest gratification, 
‘this, my last annual! communication to Congress, to 
ye been able to announce to you the complete and 
wi settlement and adjustment of other matters in 
vifference between the United States and the Go- 
yernment of Her Britannic Majesty, which were 
dverted to ina previous message. It is so obviously 
the interest of both countries, in respect to the large 
and valuable commerce which exists between them, 
that all causes of complaint, however inconsiderable, 
should be, with the greatest promptitude, removed— 
(hat it must be regarded as cause of regret that any 
unnecessary delay should be perinitted to intervene. 
It is true that, in a pecuniary point of view, the mat- 
ters alluded to, are, altogether, insignificant in 
amount, when compared with the ample resources of 
that great nation; but they, nevertheless, (more 
articularly that limited class which arises under 
seizures and detentions of American ships on the 
coast of Africa, upon the mistaken supposition in- 
dulged in at the time the wrong was committed, of 
their being engaged in the slave-trade,) deeply affect 
ibe sensibilities of this Government and People.— 
Great Britain having recognised her responsibility to 
repair all such wrongs, by her action in other cases, 
leaves nothing to be regretted upon the subject, as) 
to all cases prior to the ‘Treaty of Washington, than | 
the delay in making suitable reparation in such of 





them as fall plainly within the.principle of others, | 
which she has long since adjusted. The injury in: | 
ficted by delays in the settlement of these claims, 
falls with severity upon the individual claimants, and | 
makes a strong appeal to her magnanimity and sense | 
of justice for a speedy settlement. Other matters, | 
arising out of the construction of existing treaties, | 
also remain unadjusted, and will continue to be urgeu | 
upon her attention. | 

The labors of the joint committee appointed by | 
tle two governments to run the dividing line, estab-| 
lished by the treaty of Washington, were, unfortu- | 
nately, much delayed in the commencement of the 
season, by the failure of congress, at the Jast session, | 
to make a timely appropriation of funds to meet the, 
expenses of the American party, and by other causes. 
The United States commissioner, however, expres- 
ses his expectation that, by increased diligence and | 


energy, the party will be able to make up for the lost 
time. | 


We continue to receive assurances of the most, 
friendly feelings cn the part of all the other European 
powers, with each, and all of whom, it is so obvious- | 
ly our interest to cultivate the most amicable rela-| 
tions. Norcan | anticipate the occurrence of any | 
event which would be likely, in any degree, to dis-| 
turb those relations. Russia, the great northern 
power, under the judicious sway of her emperor, is. 
constantly advancing in the road of science and im-| 
provement; whiie France, guided by the councils of 
her wise sovereign, pursues a course caleulated to! 
consolidate the general peace. Spain has obtained | 
a breathing spell of some duration from the internal | 
convulsions which have, through so many years, | 
marred her prosperity; while Austria, the Nether- | 
lands, Prussia, Belgium, and the other powers of | 
Europe, reap a rich harvest of blessings froth the 
prevailing peace. 

I informed the two houses of congress in my mes- 
sage of December last, that imstructions had been | 
given to Mr. Wheaton, our minister at Berlin, to) 
negotiate a treaty with the Germanic states compo- | 
sing the Zoll Verein, if it could be done—stipulating, | 
as far as it was practicable to accomplish it, for a, 
reduction of the heavy and onerous duties levied on 
our tobacco, and other leading articles of agricultu-| 
ral production; and yielding, in return, on cur part, 
areduction of duties on such articles the production | 
of their industry, as should not come into competi- 
lion, or but a limiled one, with articles the product 
of our manufacturing industry. The executive, in| 
giving such instructions, considered itself as acting | 
i strict conformity with the wishes of congress, as 
made known through several measures which it had 
adopted; all directed to the accomplishment of this 
Mportant result. This treaty was, therefore, nego- 
lated; by which essential reductions were secured itt 
the duties levied by the Zoll Verein, on tobacco, 
Tice, and lard, accompanied by a stipulation for the 
admission of raw cotton, free of duty. In exchange 
or which highly important concessions, a reduction 
Of duties, imposed by the Jaws of the United States 
na variety of articles, most of which were admitted 
ree of all duty under the act of congress commonly 
hown as the compromise law, and but few of which 
Were produced in the United States, was stipulated 
or on our part, This treaty was communicated to 
the senate at an early day of its last session, but not 





as I am bound to presume, of full time to consider it, 
it was laid upon the table. This procedure had the 
effect of virtually rejecting it, in consequence of a 
stipulation contained in the treaty, that its ratifica- 


renew the war, and has either made, or proposes to 
make, formidable preparations for invading Texas: 


ca-|She has issued decrees and proclamations, prepara- 
tions should be exchanged on or before a day which |tory to the. commencement of hostilities, full of 


is already passed. ‘The executive, acting upon the | threats, revolting to humanity, and which, if carried 
fair inference that the senate did not intend its abso- | into effect, would arouse the attention of all Chris- 
lute rejection, gave instruction to our minister at|tendom. This new demonstration of feeling, there 
Berlin to reopen the negotiation, so far as to obtain | is too much reason to believe, has been produced in 
an extension of time for the exchange of ratifica-|consequence of the negotiation of the late treaty 
tions. Il regret, however, to say that his efforts in| of annexation with Texas. The executive, there- 
this respect have been unsuccessful. I am neverthe- | fore, could not be indifferent to such proceedings; 
less not without hope that the great advantages which | and it felt it to be due, as well to itself as to the ho- 
were intended to be secured by the treaty, may yet|nor of the country, that a strong representation 
be realized. should be made to the Mexican government upon the 

I am happy to inform you that Belgium has, by an} subject. This was accordingly done; as will be seen 
‘‘arrete royale,” issued in July last, assimilated the | by the copy of the accompanying despatch from the 
flag of the United States to her own, so far as the |secretary of state to the United States, envoy at 
direct trade between the two countries is concerned. | Mexico. Mexico has no right to jeopard the peace 
This measure will prove of great service to our ship-|of the world by urging any longer, a useless and 
ping interest; the trade having heretofore been car- 


i fruitless contest. Such a condition of things would 
ried on chiefly in foreign bottoms. I flatter myself} not be tolerated on the European continent. Why 


that she will speedily resort to a modification of her should it be on this? A war of desolation, such as 
system relating to the tobacco trade, which wouid | is now threatened by Mexico, cannot be waged with- 


decidedly benefit the agriculture of the United States, lout involving our peace and tranquillity. It is idle 


and operate to the tnutual advantage of both coun- | to believe that such a war could be looked upon with 
tries. | indifference by our own citizens, inhabiting adjoin- 

No definitive intelligence has yet been received ing states; and our neutrality would be violated, in 
from our minister, of the conclusion of a treaty with | despite of all efforts on the part of the govérnment 


° . ° : | . mm . 
the Chinese empire; but enough is known to induce |to prevent it. ‘The country is settled by emigrants 

















! 


the strongest hopes that the mission will be crowned from the United §States, under invitations held out 


with success. — to them by Spain and Mexico. Those emigrants 
With Brazil our relations continue on the most: have left behind them friends ; 


and relatives who 


friendly footing. The commercial intercourse be-| wold not fail to sympathise with them in their diffi- 


tween that growing empire and the United States, is | culties, and who would be led by those sympathies 
becoming daily of greater importance to both, and it |to participate in their stuggles, however energetic 
is the interest of both that the firmest relations of | the action of government to prevent it. Nor would 
amity and good will should continue to be cultivated | the numerous and formidable bands of Indians, the 
between them. | most warlike to be found in any land, which occupy 

The republic of New Granada still withholds, the extensive regions contiguous to the states of Ar- 
notwithstanding the most persevering efforts have | kansas and Missouri, and who are in possession of 
becn employed by our charge d'affaires, Mr. Black-| large tracts of country within the limits of Texas, 


a js , Pp i ae ‘hate . : Pom: es ’ . . ° 
ford, to produce a different result, indemnity in the | be likely to remain passive. The inclinations of 


case of the brig “Morris.” And the congress of those numerous tribes lead them invariably to war 
} 


Venezuela, although the arrangement has been eflec- | whenever pretexts exist. 
ted between our minister and the minister of foreign | Mexico had no just ground of displeasure against 
affairs of that govornment, for the payment of $18,- | this government or people for negotiating the treaty. 
000, in discharge of its liabilities in the same case, | What interest of hers was alfected by the treaty?— 
has altogether neglected to make provision for its! She was despoiled of nothing, since ‘Texas was for- 
payment. It is to be hoped that a sense of justice ever lost to her. The independence of Texas was 
will soon induce a settlement of these claims. recognised by several of the leading powers of the 
Our late minister to Chili, Mr. Pendleton, has re- earth. She was free to treat—free to adopt her own 
turned to the United States, without having efiectcd line of policy—free to take the course which sho be- 
an adjustment in the second claim of the Macedoni- | lieved was best calculated to secure her ha piness 
an, which is delayed on grounds altogether frivolous | Her government and people decided on fea seein 
and untenable. Mr. Pendleton’s successor has been | to the United States; and the executive aan re ‘hen 
directed to urge the claim in the strongest terms; and,’ acquisition of such a territory. the means of advanc 
in the event of a failure to obtain a permanent ad-\ing their permanent happiness and glor What 
justment, to report the fact to the executive at as| principle of good faith then was Violated? “whad rule 
early a day as possible, so that the whole matter may | of political morals trampled under foot? 86 fir aa 
be communicated to congress. | Mexico herself was coneerned, the measure should 
At your last session, I submmitted to the attention | have been regarded by her as highly beneficial He 
of congress, the convention with the republic of Peru, | inability to reconquer ‘Texas had been ocr: 3 } “4 
of the 17th of March, 1841, providing for the adjust- | repeat, by cight—now nine—years of Pe 8 ri. i 
ment of the claims of citizens of the United States | ruinous contest. In the meantime Texas isp Seiad 
against that republic; but no definitive action was | growing in population and resources. Distevaaten 
taken upon the subject. J again invite to it your at-!has flowed into her territory, from ail parts of th 
tention and prompt action. |world, in a current which continues to increas ; : 
In my last annual message, I felt it to be my duty j strength. Mexico requires a permanent iu id ) 
to make known to congress, in terms both plain and | between that young republic and herself. Tex. grt 
emphatic, my opinion in regard to the war which has | no distant day, if she continues separate ar d j ‘tach 
so long existed between Mexico and Texas; which, ‘ed from the United States will inevital re . 
since the battle of San Jacinto, has consisted alto- | consolidate her strength by ‘adding tother déindin the 
gether of predatory incursions, attended by circum- | contiguous provinces of Mexico. The spirit of i 
stances revolting to humanity. I repeat now, what} volt from the control of the central gov nae nq 
J then said, that, after eight years of feeble and in- ~ Ge poet an 


heretofore, manifested j f 
eight years o here re, 1 sted itself in some of those pro- 
effectual efforts to recover ‘T’exas, it was time that} vinces; and it is fair to infer that they would be te 


the war should have ceased. ‘The United States had | clined to take the first favorable opportunity to pro- 
a direct interest in the question. ‘The contiguity of | claim their independence, ani to form close alae 
the two nations to our territory was but too well)ces with Texas. The war would thus be endless: 
calculated to involve our peace. Unjust suspicions |or, if cessations of hostilities szould occur thee 
were engendered in the mind of one or the other of | would only endure fora season. The inter vets of 
the belligerents against us; and as a necessary con-| Mexico, therefore, could in nothing be Metter a, . 

sequence, American interests were made to sufler, |sulted than ina peace with her neighbors. w} ich 
and our peace became daily endangered. in addition | would result in the establishment of a perm: ne 
to which, it must have been obvious to a!!, that the | boundary. Upon the ratification of the Riser pepe 
é6xhaustion produced by the war, subjected both Mex- | executive was prepared to treat with her on th t ' st 
ico and Texas to the interference of other powers; | liberal basis. Hence the boundaries of Te rar ae 
which, without the interposition of this government, | left undefined by the treaty. The snainiaien anit i 
might eventuate in the most serious injury to the |edto settle these upon terms that all th ; work 
United States. This government, from time to time |should have pronounced just and reasun: ry te 
exerted 1s friendly offices to bring about a termina-| negotiation upon that pbint mites ae ponent No 
tion of hostilities upon terms honorable alike to both | taken between the United States and M colin rhs 
the belligerents. Its efforts in this behalf proved un- | vance of the ratification of the treaty he h aia 
availing. Mexico seemed, almost without an ob-|have had no right—no power—no poe a oa a 
ject, to persevere in the war, and no other alterna. | conducted such a negottation: and to have ul sercahe 
tive was left the executive but to take advantage of | en it, would have bean sian te why Se ‘ hie ide i~ 
the well known dispositions of Texas, and to invite | ing to the pride of Mexico and RR 1 fe rth 
her to enter into a treaty for annexing her territory |ing us to the ch xas, and subject- 
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acled upon until near its cluse; when, for the want, 
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for any contingent interest she might have in Texas, 
would have been tohave treated Texas, not as an 
independent power, but asa mere dependency of 
Mexico. ‘This assumption could not have been act- 
ed on by the executive, without setting at defiance 
your own solemn declaration that that republic was 
an independent state. Mexico had, itis true, threat- 
ened war against the United States, in the event the 
treaty of annexation was ratified. The executive 
could not permit itself to be influenced by this 
threat. It represented in this, the spirit of our peo- 

le, who are ready to sacrifice much for peace, 
but nothing to intimidation. A war, under any cir- 
cumstances, is greatly to be deplored, and the United 
States 13 the last nation to desire it; butif, as the 
condition of peace, it be required of us to forego 
the unquestionable right of treating with an inde- 
pendent power, of our own continent, upon matters 
highly interesting to both, and that upon a naked 
and unsustained pretension of claim by a third pow- 
er, to control the free will of the power with whom 
we treat—devoted as we nay be to peace, and anx- 
ious to cultivate friendly relations with the whole 
world, the executive does not hesitate to say that 
the people of the United States would be ready to 
brave all consequences, sooner than submit to such 
condition. But noapprehension of war was enter- 
tained by the executive; and I must express frankly 
the opinion that, had the treaty been ratified by the 
senate, it would have been followed by a prompt set- 
tlement, to the entire satisfaction of Mexico, of 
every matter in difference between the two coun- 
tries. Seeing then that new preparations for hos- 
tile invasion of Texas were about to be adopted by 
Mexico, and that these were brought about because 
Texas has adopted the suggestions of the executive 
upon the subject of annexation, it could not passive- 
ly have folded its arms and permitted a war, threat- 
ened to be accompanied by every act that could mark 
a barbarous age, to be waged against her, because 
she had done so. 


Other considerations of a controlling character 
influenced the course of the executive. The treaty | 
which had thus been negotiated, had failed to receive 
the ratification of the senate. Oné of the chief ob- 
jections which were urged against it, was found to 
eonsist in the fact that the question of annexation 
had not been submitted to the ordeal of public opin- 
ion in the United States. However untenable such 
an objection was esteemed to be, in view of the un- 
questionable power-of the executive to nogotiate the | 
treaty, and the great and lasting interests involved in 
the question, I felt it tobe my duty to submit the 
whole subject to congtess as the best expounders of 
popular sentiment. No definitive action having been | 
taken on the subject by congress, the question refer- 
red itself directly to the decision of the states and 
the people. The great popular election which has 
just terminated, afforded the best opportunity of as- 
certaining the will of the states and people upon it. 





Pending that issue, it became the imperative duty of 
the executive to inform Mexico that the question of} 
annexation was still before the Americao people, | 
and that, until their decision was pronounced, any 
serious invasion of Texas would be regarded as an 
attempt to forestall their judgment, and could not be 
looked upon with indifference. Iam most happy to! 
inform you that no such invasion has taken place, 
and I trust that, whatever your action may be upon 
it, Mexico will see the importance of deciding the 
matter by a resort to peaceful expedients, in prefe- 
rence to those of arms. The dicision of the people 
and the states, on this great and interesting subject, 
has been decisively manifested. The question of 
annexation has been presented nakedly to their con- 
sideration. By the treaty itself, al] collateral and 
incidental issues, which were calculated to divide 
and distract the public councils, were carefully avoid- 
ed. These were left to the wisdom of the future to 
determine. It presented, I repeat, the isolated ques- 
tion of annexation; and in that form tt has been sub- 
mitted to the ordeal of publicsentiment. A control- 
ling majority of the people, and a large majority of 
the states, have declared in favor of immediate an-| 
nexation. Instructions have thus come up to both 
branches of congress, fron their respective constitu- 
ents, in terms the mostemphatic. It is the will of} 
both the people and the states, that ‘Texas shall be 
annexed to the Union promptly and immediately. tlt 
may be hoped that, in carrying into cxecution the 
public will, thus declared, all collateral issues may 
be avoided. Future legislatures can best decide as to 
the number of states which should be formed out of 
the territory, when the time has arrived for deciding 
that question. So with all others. By the treaty 
the United States assumed the payment of the debts 
of Texas, to an amount not exceeding $10,000,000, | 
to be paid, with the exception of a sum falling short | 
of 400,000, exclusively out of the proceeds of the | 

We could net with boner, | 











take the lands, without assuming the full payment of | 


all inecumbrances upon them. 

Nothing has occurred since your last session, to 
induce a doubt that the dispositions of Texas remain 
unaltered. No intimation of an altered determina- 
tion, on the part of her government and people, has 
been furnished to the executive. She still desires to 
throw herself under the protection of our laws, and 
to partake of the blessings of our federative system; 
while every American interest would seem to re- 
quire it. The extension of our coastwise and fo- 
reign trade, to an amount almost incalculable—the 
enlargement of the market for our manufactures—a 
constantly growing market for our agricultural pro- 
ductions—safety to our frontiers, and additional 
strength and stability to the Union—these are the 
results which would rapidly develope themselves, 
upon the consummation of the measure of annexa- 
tion. In such event, I will not doubt but that Mex- 
ico would find her true interest to consist in meet- 
ing the advances of this government in a spirit of 
amity. 

Nor dol apprehend any serious complaint from 
any other quarter; no sufficient ground exists for such 
complaint. We should interfere in no respect with 
the rights of any other nation. ‘There cannot be 
gathered from the act, any design on our part to do 
so with their possessions on this continent. We have 
interposed no impediments in the way of such acqui- 
sitions of territory, large and extensive as many of 
them are, as the leading powers of Europe have made 
from time to time, in every part of the world. We 
seek no conquest made by war. No intrigue will 
have been resorted to, or acts of diplomacy essayed, 
to accomplish the annexation of Texas. Free and 
independent herself, she asks to be received into our 
Union. It is a question for our own decision, whether 
she shall be received or not, 


The two governments having already agreed, 
through their respective organs, on the terms of an- 
nexation, I would recommend their adoption by con- 
gress in the form of a joint resolution, or act, to be 
perfected and made binding on the two countries, 
when adopted in like manner by the government of 
Texas. 

In order that the subject may be fully presented in 
all its bearings, the correspondence which has taken 


piace, in reference to it, since the adjournment of | 


congress, between the U. States, Texas, and Mexico, 
is herewith transmitted. 

The amendments proposed by the senate to the 
convention concluded between the United States and 
Mexico on the 20th Noy. 1843, have been transmitted 
through our minister, for the concurrence of the Mexi- 
can government; but although urged thereto, no action 
has yet been had on the subject; nor has any answer 
been given which would authorise a favorable con- 
clusion in the future. 


The decree of September, 1843, in relation to the 
retail trade, the order for the expulsion of foreigners, 
and that of a more recent date in regard to passports; 
all of which are considered as in violation of the 


| treaty of amity and commerce between the two coun- 


tries, have led te a correspondence of considerable 
length between the minister of foreign relations and 
our representative at Mexico, but without any satis- 
factory result. They remain still unadjusted; and 
many and serious inconveniences have already re- 
sulted to our citizens in consequence of them. 
Questions growing out of the act of disarming a 
body of Texian troops under the command of major 
Snively, by an officer in the service of the United 
States, acting under the orders of our government; 
and the forcible evtry into the custom house at Bry- 
arly’s Landing, ow Red River, by certain citizens of 
the U. States, and taking away therefrom the goods 
seized by the collector of the customs, as forfeited 
inder the Jaws of Texas, have been adjusted; so far 
as the powers of the executive extend. The corres- 
pondence between (he two governments in reference 
to both subjects, will be found amongst the accompa. 
nying documents. It contains a full statement of all 
the facts and circumstances, with the views taken on 
both sides, and the prificiples on which the questions 
have been adjusted. It remains for congress to make 
the pecessary appropriation to carry the arrange- 
ment into effect which I respectfully recommend. 
The greatly improved condition of the treasury, 
affords a subject for general congratulation. The 
paralysis which had fallen on trade and commerce 
and which subjected the government to the neces- 
sity of resorting to loans, and the issue of treasury 
notes, to a large amount, has passed away; and after 
the payment of upwards of $7,000,000, on account of 
the interest and in redemption of more than $5,000,- 
000 of the public debt, which falls due on the Ist of 
January next, and setting apart upwards of $2,000,- 
UUU for the payment of outstanding treasury notes, 
and meeting un imstalincut of tie debts of the corpo- 





rate cities of the District of Columbia—an estimates 
surplus of upwards of $7,000,000, over and above the 
existing appropriations, will remain in the treasy:y 
at the close of the fiscal year. Should the treas, 
notes continue outstanding, as heretofore, that ¢));. 
plus will be considerably augmented. Although all 
interest has ceased upon them, and the gov ernment 
has invited their return to the treasury, yet they ro, 
main outstanding; affording great facilities to cop, 
merce, and establishing the fact that, under a wey 
regulated system of finance, the government has po. 
sources within itself, which render it independent jy 
time of need, not only of private Joans, but also of 
bank facilities. 

The only remaining subject of regret is, that {hp 
remaining stocks of the government do not fall dy, 
at an earlier day; since their redemption would \p 
entirely within its control. As it is, it may be wey 
worthy the consideration of congress, whether th 
law establishing the sinking fund—under the open, 
tion of which the debts of the revolution and last wa; 
with Great Britain were,to a great extent, extin. 
guished—should not, with proper modifications, (sy 
as to prevent an accumulation of surpluses, and linj. 
ed im amount to a specific sum,) be re enacted. Sue} 
provision, which would authorise the government { 
go into the market fora purchase of its own stock, oy 
fair terms, would serve to maintain its credit at tie 
highest point, and prevent, toa great extent, those 
fluctuations in the price of itssecurities; which migit, 
under other circumstances, affect its credit. No ap. 
prehension of this sort is, at this moment, enteriaip. 
ed; since the stocks of the government which but two 
years ago were offered for sale to capitalists, at liome 
and abroad, at a depreciation, and could find no pur. 
chasers, are now greatly above par in the hands of the 
holders; but a wise and prudent forecast admonishes 
us to nlace beyond the reach of contingency the public 
credit. 


It must also be a matterof unmingled gratification, 
that, under the existing financial system resting upon 
the act of 1789, and the resolution of 1816—the cur- 
rency of the country has attained a state of perfect 
soundness; and the rates of exchange between dif. 
ferent parts of the union, which, in 1841, denoted by 
their enormous amount, the great depreciation, and in 
fact worthlessness of the currency in mast of the states; 
arenow reduced to Jiitle more than the mere expense 
of transporting specie from place to place, and the 
risk incidental to the operation. In a new country 
like that of the United States—where so many it- 
ducements are held out for speculation—the deposi- 
tories of the surplus revenue, consisting of banks of 
any description, when it reaches any considerable 
amount, require the closest vigilance on the part of 
the government. All banking institutions, under 
whatever denomination they may pass, are governed 
by an almost exclusive regard to the interest of the 
stockholders. ‘That interest consists in the augmer- 
tation of profits, in the form of dividends, and a large 
surplus revenue entrusted to their custody is but too 
apt to lead to excessive loans and to extravagantly 
large issues of paper. As a necessary consequence, 
prices are nominally increased, and the speculative 
mania everywhere seizes upon the public mind. A 
fictitious state of prosperity for a season exists; and, 
in the language of the day, money becomes plenty. 
Contracts are entered into by individuals, restinz on 
this unsubstantial state of things, but the dsiusion 
specdily passes away, and the country is overrun by 
an indebtedness so weighty as to overwhelm may, 
and to visit every department of industry with great 
and ruinous embarrassment. The greatest vigilance 
becomes necessary on the part of government to guard 
against this state of things. The depositories must 
be given distinctly to understand that the favors of the 
government will be altogether withdrawn, or su)- 
stantially diminished, if its revenues should be regard 
ed as additions to their hanking capital, or as te 
foundation of an enlarged circulation. ‘The govern 
ment, through its revenue has, at all times, an im 
portant part to perform in connexion with the cul 
rency; and it greatly depends upon its vigilance an 
care, whether the country be involved in embarrass 
ments similar to those which it has had recently ' 
encounter; or, aided by the action of the treasury, 
shall be preserved in a sound and healthy condition. 

The dangers to be guarded against are greatly au3° 
mented by too large a surplus revenue. When that 
surplus greatly exceeds in amount what shall be re 
quired by a wise and prudent forecast to meet UD 
foreseen contingencies, the legislature itseif may 
come to be seized with a disposition to indulge!" 
extravagant appropriations to objects. many of w hich 
may—and most probably would—be found to conflict 
with the constitution. A fancied expediency 15 aed 
vated above constitutional authority; and a reck!ess 
and wasteful extravagance but too certainly follow>: 
The important power of taxation, which, when ©*¥ 
ercised in its most restricted form, is a burden 0 
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jabor and production, is resorted to, under various 
pretexts, for purposes having no affinity to the mo- 
tives which dictated its grant, and the extravagance 
of government stimulates individual extravagance, 
until the spirit of a wild and ill-regulated speculation, 
involyes one and all in its unfortunate results. In 
view of such fatal consequences, it may be laid down 
as an axiom, founded in moral and political truth, 
that no greater taxes should be imposed than is ne- 
cessary for an economical administration of the go- 
yernment; and that whatever exists beyond, should 
be reduced or modified. This doctrine does in no 
way conflict with the exercise of a sound discrimina- 
tion in the selection of the articles to be taxed, which 
a due regard to the public weal would at all times 
suggest to the legislative mind. It leaves the range 
of selection undefined; and such selection should al- 
ways be made with an eye to the great interests of 
the country. Composed as is the union, of separate 
and independent states, a patriotic legislature will 
not fail in consulting the interests of the parts, to 
adopt such course as will be best caleulated to ad- 
vance the harmony of the whole; and thus ensure 
that permanency in the policy of the government 
without which all efforts to advance the public pros 
perity are vain and fruitless. This great and vitally 
important task rests with congress; and the execntive 
can do no more than recommend the general princi- 

les which should govern in its execution. 

I refer you to the report of the secretary of war, 
for an exhibition of the condition of the army; and 
recommend to you, as we]l worthy your best consi- 
deration, many of the suggestions it contains. The 
secretary in no degree exaggerates the great import- 
ance, of pressing forward, without delay, in the 
work of erecting and finishing the fortifications, to 
which he particularly alludes. Much has been done 
towards placing our cities and roadsteads in a state 
of security against the hazards of hostile attack, 
within the last four years; but considering the new 
elements which have been, of late years, employed 
in the propelling of ships, and the formidable imple- 
ments of destruction which have veen brought into 
service, we cannot be too active or vigilant in pre- 
paring and perfecting the means of defence. I refer 
you, also, to his report for a full statement of the 
condition of the Indian tribes within our jurisdiction. 
The executive has abated no effort in carrying into 
effect the well-established policy of the government, 
which contemplates a removal of all the tribes resid- 
ing within the limits of the several states, beyond 
those limits; and it is now euabled to congratulate 
the country at the prospect of an carly consumma- 
tion of this object. Many of the tribes have already 
made great progress in the arts of civilized life; and 
through the operation of the schools established 
among them, aided by the effurts of the pious men of 
various religious denominations—-who devote them 
selves to the task of their improvement—we may 
fondly hope that, the remains of the formidable tribes 
which were once the masters of this country will, in 
their transition frou the savage state, to a condition 
of refinement and cultivation, add another bright 
tropliy to adorn the labors of a well-directed philan 
thropy. 

The accompanying report of the secretary of the 
navy, will explain to you the situation of that branch 
of the service. The present organization’of the de- 
partment, imparts to its operations great efficiency; 
but I coneur fully in the propriety of a division of 





the bureau of construction, equipment, and repairs, | 


into two bureaux. The subjects, as now arranged, 
are incongruous, and require, to a certain extent, 
information and qualifications altogether dissimilar. 
he operations of the squadron on the coast of 
Africa have been conducted with all due attention to 
the object which ied to its ofzanization; and 1 am 
appy to say that the officers and crews have enjoy- 
ed the best possible health, under the system adopted 
by the officer in command. It is believed the United 
States Is the only nation which has, by its laws, sub- 
jected to the punishment of death, as” pirates, those 
Who may be engaged in the slave-trade. A similar 
Chactment on the part of oiher nations would not 
fail to be attended by beneficial results. 

N consequence of the difficullies which have ex- 
Isted in the way of securing titles for the necessary 
ly operations have not yet been commenced 

ne establishment «f the navy yard at Mem- 
ee ae as the title is perfected, no further 
worih of ba permitted to intervene. It is well 
should n * your consideration, whether congress 
in Sinai) direct the estat] shment of a rope-walk, 
measGre lon with the contemplated navy yard, asa 
oan tiles only of economy, but as highly useful 
now cunhiaden ‘ he only establishment of the sort 
and th sie with the service is located at Boston; 
€ advantages of a similar establishment, con 
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ie hemp-growinz region. n : nf 
Tent to all. Ps g region, must be appa 


The report of the secretary presents other matte 
to your consideration, of an important character in 
coanection with the service. 

In referring you to the accompanying report of 


of gratification to be able to advert to the fact, that 
the affairs of the department, for the last four-years, 
have been so conducted as, from its unaided resour- 
ces, to meet its large expenditures. On my coming 
into office a debt of nearly $509,000 existed against 
the department, which congress discharged by an 
appropriation from thetreasury. The department, 
on the 4th of March next, will be found, under the 


debt or embarrassment, which could only have been 
done by the observance and practice of the greatest 
vigilance and economy. ‘The laws have contemplat- 
ed, throughout, that the department should be sellf- 
sustained; but it may become necessary, with the 
wisest regard to public interests, to introduce amend- 
ments and alterations inthe system. There is a 
strong desire manifested in many quarters, so to al- 
ter the tariff of letter postage as to reduce the 
amount of tax at present imposed. 


constitute a charge upon the treasury. Whether 
such a result would be desirable, it will be for con- 
gress, in its wisdom to determine. Jt may in general 
be asserted, that radical alterations in any system 
should rather be brought about gradually, than by 
sudden changes; and by pursuing this prudent policy 
in the reduction of letter postage, the department 
might still sustain itself through the revenue which 
would accrue by the increase of letters. ‘The state 
and condition of the public treasury has, heretofore, 
been such as to have precluded the recommendation 
of any material change. The difficulties upon this 
head have, however, ceased, aud a large discretion 
is now left to the government. 

I cannot too strongly urge the policy of authoriz- 
ing the esiablishment of a line of steamships regu- 
larly to ply between this country and foreign ports, 
and upon our own waters, for the transportation of 
the mail. The example of the British government 
is well worthy of imitation in this respect. ‘The be- 
lief is strongly entertained that the emoluments 
arising from the transportation of mail matter to 
foreign countries, would operate of itseif as an in 
ducement to cause individual enterprise to undertake 
that branch of the task; and the remuneration of the 
goverment would consist in the addition readily 
made to our steam navy in case of emergency by the 
ships so employed. Should this suggestion meet 
your approval, the propriety of placing such ships 
under the command of experienced ollicers of the 
navy will rot escape your observation. ‘The appli. 
cation of steam to the purpose of naval warfare, 
cogently recommends an extensive steam marine as 
important in estimating the defences of the country. 
Fortunately, this may be attained by us to a great 
extent without incurring any large amount of ex- 
penditure. Steam vessels to be engaged in the 
transportation of the mails on our principal water- 
courses, Jakes, and parts of our coast, could also be 
so constructed as to be eflicient as war vessels when 
needed; and would of themselves constitute a formi- 
dable force in order to repel attacks from abroad.— 
We cannot be blind to the fact, that other nations 
have already added large numbers of steam ships tu 
their naval armaments, and that this new and pow- 
ful agent is destined to revolutionize the condition of 
the world. It becomes the United States therefcre, 
looking: to their security, to adopt a similar policy; 
and the plan suggested will enable them to do soata 
small comparative cost. 

I take the greatest pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the zeal and untiring industry-which has charac- 
terized the conduct of the members of the execulive 
cabinet. Each in his appropriate sphere, has ren- 
dered me the most efficient aid in carrying on the 
government, and it will not, I trust, appear out of 
place for me to bear this public testimony. ‘The car- 
dinal objects which should ever be held in view by 
those entrusted with the administration of public af 
fairs, are rigidly, and without favor or affection, so 
to interpret the national will, expressed in the laws, 
as that injustice should be done to none—justice to 
all. ‘This has been the rule upon which they have 
acted; and thus it is believed that few cases, if any, 
exist, wherein our fellow citizens, who from time to 
time have been drawn to the seat of government for 
the settlement of their transactions with the govern- 
ment, have gone away dissatisfied. Where the testi- 
mony has been perfected, and was esteemed satisfac- 
tory, their claims have been promptly audited; and 
this in the absence of all favoritis‘n or partiality.— 
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the world. At the same time the closest attention 
has been paid to those matters which relate more im- 
mediately to the great concerns of the country. Or- 


the postmaster general, it affords me continued cause der and efficiency in each branch of the public ser— 


vice, have prevuiled, accompanied by a system of the 
most rigid responsibility on the part of the recetwing 
and disbursing agents. The fact, in illustration of 
the truth of this remark, deserves to be noticed, that 
the revenues of the government, amounting in the 
last four years to upwards of $120,000,000, have been 
collected and disbursed, through the numerous gov- 
ernmental agents, without the loss, by default, of any 


management of the present efficient head, free of | amount worthy of scrious commentary. 


The appropriations made by congress for the im- 
provement of the rivers of the west, and of the har- 
bors on the lakes, are in a course of judicious expen- 
diture under suitable agents; and are destined, it is 
to be hoped, to realize all the benefits designed to be 
accomplished by congress. [I cannot, however, suf- 
ficiently impress upon congress, the great importance 
of withholding appropriations from improvements 
which are not ascertained, by previous examination 


Should such a-and survey, to be necessary for the shelter and pro- 
measure be carried into effect, to the full extent de- ltection of trade from the dangers of storms and tem- 
sired, it cannot well be doubted but that, for the first | pests. 
years of its operation, a diminished revenue would ‘are but too apt to enure to the benefit of individuals; 
be collected, the supply of which would necessarily | without reference to the ooly consideration which 


Without this precaution, the expenditures 


can render them constitutional—the public interests 
and the general good. 

I cannot too earnestly urge upon you the interests 
of this district, over which—by the constitution— 
congress has exclusive jurisdiction. It would be 
deeply to be regretted should there be, at any time, 
ground to complain of neglect on the part of a com- 
munity which, detached as it is from the parental 
care of the states of Virginia and Maryland, can only 
expect aid from congress, as its local legislature.— 
Amongst the subjects which claim your attention, 1s 
the prompt organization of an asylum for the insane, 
who may be found, from time to time, sojourning 
within the district. Such course is also demanded 
by considerations which apply to branches of the 
public service. For the necessities in this behalf, [ 
invite your particular attention to the report of the 
secretary of the navy. 

[ have thus, gentlemen of the two houses of con- 
gress, presented you a true and faithful picture of the 
condition of public affairs, both foreign and domestic. 
The wants of the public service are made known to 
you; and matters of no ordinary importance are 
urged upon your consideration. Shall { not be per- 
mitted to congratulate you on the happy auspices 
under which you have assembled, and at the impor- 
tant change in the condition of things which has oc. 
curred in the last three years? During that period 
questions with foreign powers, of vital importance 
to the peace of our country, have been settled and 
adjusted. A desolating and wasting war with sav- 
age tribes, has been brought toaclose. ‘The internal 
tranquility of the country, threatened by agitating 
questions has been preserved. The credit of the go- 
vernment, which has experienced a temporary em- 
barrassment,"has been thoroughly restured. Its cot- 
fers, which, for a season,.were empty, have been re- 
plenished. A currency, nearly uniform in its value, 
has taken the place of one depreciated and almost 
worthless. Commerce and manufactures, which had 
suffered ia common with every other interest, have 
once more revived; and the whole country exhibits 
‘Trade and 
barter, no longer governed by a wild and speculative 
mania, rest upon a solid and substantial footing; and 
the rapid growth of our cities, in every direction, be- 
speaks most strongly the favorable circumstances by 
which we are surrounded. My happiness, in the re- 
tirement which shortly awaits me, is the ardent hope 
which I experience, that this state of prosperity is 
neither deceptive nor destined to be short lived, and 
that measures which have not yet received its sane- 
tion, but which Leannot but regard as closely connec- 
ted with the honor, the glory, and stil more enlarged 
prosperity of the country, are destined, at an early 
day, to receive the appoval of congress. Under 
these circumstances, and with these anticipations, | 
shall most gladly leave to others, more able than my- 
self, the noble and pleasing task of sustaining the 
public prosperity. I shall carry with me into retire- 
ment the gratifying reflection that, as my sole object 
throughout has been to advanca the public good, | 
may not entirely have failed in accomplishing it; and 
this gratification is heightened in no small] degree by 
the fact that when, under a deep and abiding sense of 
duty, | bave found myself constrained to resort to 
the qualified Veto, it has neither been followed by 
disapproval on the part of the people, nor weakened 
in any degree their attachment to that great conser- 
vative feature of our government. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Wushinglon, Decenber, 1844. 
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